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Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 1: THE SUMMER OF THE BEAUTIFUL WHITE HORSE

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

1. Discuss the moral dilemma faced by Aram when he realizes
that Mourad has stolen the horse. How does this reflect the
values of their culture?

Hint: Consider how Aram’s perception of stealing differs when it comes to money versus a horse.

2. Examine the character of Mourad. How does he embody the
spirit of their tribe while simultaneously challenging its moral
codes?

Hint: Focus on key actions that reveal his character and the reactions of others around him.
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Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 1: THE SUMMER OF THE BEAUTIFUL WHITE HORSE

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

3. Analyze the significance of John Byro in the narrative. How
does his character contribute to the themes of loss and
community in the story?

Hint: Reflect on Byro’s views and his connection to the Garoghlanian family's reputation.

4. How does the physical setting of the story enhance its
themes? Provide evidence from the text to support your
analysis.

Hint: Pay attention to the descriptions of the countryside and its contrasts with their living
conditions.
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Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 1: THE SUMMER OF THE BEAUTIFUL WHITE HORSE

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

5. Compare and contrast Aram and Mourad’s perspectives on
honesty. How do these differences drive the plot forward?

Hint: Think about specific dialogues that exhibit their contrasting beliefs.

6. Explore the role of humor in the story. How does it help to
develop the characters and lighten serious themes?

Hint: Identify instances in dialogue where humor reveals cultural traits.
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Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 1: THE SUMMER OF THE BEAUTIFUL WHITE HORSE

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

7. Investigate the parental influences on Aram and Mourad. How
do their family backgrounds shape their actions and values?

Hint: List parental statements and analyze their implications on the boys’ choices.

8. Critically assess the narrative voice. How does the first-person
perspective affect the reader's understanding of events?

Hint: Consider how Aram's reflections influence the readers' emotional responses.
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Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 1: THE SUMMER OF THE BEAUTIFUL WHITE HORSE

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

9. What symbols emerge in the story, especially relating to the
horse, and how do they reinforce its central themes?

Hint: Identify key moments where the horse's significance is highlighted.

10. Evaluate the ending of the story. How does the resolution
reflect the overall themes discussed throughout the text?

Hint: Reflect on the final interactions between Aram, Mourad, and John Byro.
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Answers
CHAPTER 1: THE SUMMER OF THE BEAUTIFUL WHITE HORSE

Check your answers with the solutions below.

1. Discuss the moral dilemma faced by Aram when he realizes
that Mourad has stolen the horse. How does this reflect the
values of their culture?

Solution: Aram grapples with his admiration for the horse and his loyalty to family values. Through
detailed analysis of his internal conflict, illustrate how personal desire clashes with cultural integrity,
supporting his emotions with quotes from the text.

2. Examine the character of Mourad. How does he embody the
spirit of their tribe while simultaneously challenging its moral
codes?

Solution: Mourad is depicted as wild and free-spirited yet embodies the rustic charm of their heritage.
Discuss contrasting evidence showing his zest for life against the bond of truthfulness observed in their
family.

3. Analyze the significance of John Byro in the narrative. How
does his character contribute to the themes of loss and
community in the story?

Solution: John Byro represents the loss of personal property and deeper emotional ties to identity.
Explore how his interaction with the boys illustrates communal values versus individual possession while
embedding examples.

4. How does the physical setting of the story enhance its
themes? Provide evidence from the text to support your
analysis.

Solution: The story's rural setting symbolizes freedom and adventure while mirroring the boys' inner
desires. Describe how various locations in the text influence the characters’ experiences and choices.
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Answers
CHAPTER 1: THE SUMMER OF THE BEAUTIFUL WHITE HORSE

Check your answers with the solutions below.

5. Compare and contrast Aram and Mourad’s perspectives on
honesty. How do these differences drive the plot forward?

Solution: Analyze how Aram’s initial adherence to honesty conflicts with Mourad’s adventurous spirit.
Create a comparison chart showcasing their viewpoints and provide textual examples supporting their
stance.

6. Explore the role of humor in the story. How does it help to
develop the characters and lighten serious themes?

Solution: Humor manifests through conversations and the portrayal of Khosrove. Discuss its purpose in
endearing the characters to readers and providing relief amid serious moral queries.

7. Investigate the parental influences on Aram and Mourad. How
do their family backgrounds shape their actions and values?

Solution: Examine the characters of Aram's and Mourad's parents, highlighting their differing views on
tradition and practicality. Illustrate how these views inform their decisions throughout the story.

8. Critically assess the narrative voice. How does the first-person
perspective affect the reader's understanding of events?

Solution: The first-person narrative provides insight into Aram’s thoughts and feelings, creating an
intimate understanding of his conflicts. Discuss how this point of view shapes the reader’s connection with
the story's events.

9. What symbols emerge in the story, especially relating to the
horse, and how do they reinforce its central themes?

Solution: The horse is a central symbol of freedom, joy, and the conflict of morality. Discuss how its
presence elicits varying responses that align with the broader themes of trust and poverty.
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Answers
CHAPTER 1: THE SUMMER OF THE BEAUTIFUL WHITE HORSE

Check your answers with the solutions below.

10. Evaluate the ending of the story. How does the resolution
reflect the overall themes discussed throughout the text?

Solution: The ending ties together the moral lessons regarding honesty and the consequences of
choices. Discuss how characters evolve and the implications of their actions when returning the horse.
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