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Nelson Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom

CBSE NOTES

Nelson Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom -
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Challenge Questions

1. Evaluate the significance of Nelson Mandela's statement that
‘freedom comes with responsibilities’ in the context of modern
democracies.

Hint: Consider how rights and duties coexist in a democracy and the consequences of neglecting
responsibilities.

Solution: Mandela's statement underscores the balance between individual liberties and societal
obligations. In modern democracies, this implies that while citizens enjoy rights, they must also
contribute to the welfare of society, uphold laws, and participate in governance. Examples include
voting responsibly and paying taxes. Counterpoints might argue that excessive responsibilities can
limit freedom, but Mandela's view promotes a harmonious society.

2. Compare and contrast the freedom struggles of Nelson
Mandela and Sardar Patel, focusing on their methods and
ideologies.

Hint: Reflect on their historical contexts and the outcomes of their struggles.

Solution: Both leaders fought against oppression but differed in methods. Mandela used non-
violence and reconciliation post-apartheid, while Patel focused on unifying India post-
independence. Mandela's approach was more inclusive, emphasizing equality, whereas Patel's was
pragmatic, ensuring territorial integrity. Both, however, prioritized national unity and peace.

3. Analyze the role of education in sustaining freedom, as
highlighted by Sardar Patel in his speech.

Hint: Think about how education shapes responsible citizenship and societal progress.

Solution: Patel believed education instills character and discipline, essential for citizens to uphold
freedom. It fosters critical thinking, enabling individuals to contribute meaningfully to society.
Without education, freedom can be misused, leading to chaos. Examples include informed voting
and community participation.



4. Discuss the '‘poison of communalism' mentioned by Sardar
Patel and its relevance in today's India.

Hint: Consider current events and how communal tensions affect national cohesion.

Solution: Patel warned against divisive communal politics, which undermines national unity. Today,
communalism manifests in religious and ethnic conflicts, threatening social harmony.
Countermeasures include promoting secular education and inter-community dialogue. However,
some argue that cultural identities are important, but Patel emphasized unity over division.

5. Evaluate Mandela's approach to forgiveness and reconciliation
in post-apartheid South Africa. Could this model work in other
conflict-ridden societies?

Hint: Compare South Africa's Truth and Reconciliation Commission with other post-conflict
societies.

Solution: Mandela's emphasis on forgiveness aimed to heal divisions without vengeance, fostering
national unity. This model has succeeded in South Africa but may face challenges in societies with
deeper ethnic divides, like Rwanda. It requires strong leadership and collective willingness to
reconcile.

6. How does Sardar Patel's vision of 'making the country strong
and united' align with contemporary India's challenges?

Hint: Reflect on current political and social challenges in India.

Solution: Patel's vision focused on unity and strength through integrity and discipline. Today, India
faces challenges like regionalism and corruption. Achieving Patel's vision requires addressing these
issues through governance reforms and civic education, though some argue diversity complicates
unity.

7. Critically assess the statement 'Freedom is not free' in the
context of Nelson Mandela’s life.

Hint: Consider Mandela's personal sacrifices and the broader struggle against apartheid.




Solution: This statement reflects the sacrifices Mandela made, including 27 years in prison, to
achieve freedom. It highlights that liberty requires struggle and vigilance. Counterpoints might argue
that freedom is a natural right, but Mandela's life shows it must be earned and protected.

8. Explore the concept of 'non-violence' as a tool in freedom
struggles, with examples from Mandela and Gandhi.

Hint: Compare their campaigns and the outcomes of non-violent resistance.

Solution: Non-violence, as practiced by Mandela and Gandhi, emphasized moral strength over
physical force. Mandela's anti-apartheid movement and Gandhi's Salt March show its effectiveness.
However, critics argue it may not work against extreme oppression, but both leaders proved
otherwise through persistence.

9. Discuss the importance of character development in youth, as
emphasized by Sardar Patel, for nation-building.

Hint: Think about how personal values influence societal progress.

Solution: Patel stressed character as the foundation for responsible citizenship. Traits like integrity
and discipline enable youth to contribute to nation-building. Examples include ethical leadership
and community service. Without character, freedom can lead to corruption and social decay.

10. Imagine you are Nelson Mandela. How would you address the
youth of today on the responsibilities that come with freedom?

Hint: Consider Mandela's messages in his speeches and how they apply to modern youth.

Solution: As Mandela, | would urge youth to value freedom by actively participating in democracy,
promoting equality, and rejecting prejudice. Responsibilities include education, civic engagement,
and upholding justice. Examples are volunteering and advocating for human rights. Freedom
demands continuous effort to maintain.
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