
Class X - English

Madam Rides the Bus

CBSE NOTES
Madam Rides the Bus - Mastery Worksheet
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Mastery Questions

1. Analyze Valli's character traits based on her actions and
decisions in the story. How do these traits contribute to the theme
of independence?
Hint: Focus on specific instances where Valli shows independence and how these instances relate
to the broader theme.

Solution: Valli exhibits curiosity, determination, and independence. Her meticulous planning for the
bus ride and her refusal to accept help highlight her self-reliance. These traits underscore the
theme of independence, showing how even a child can achieve her goals with determination.

2. Compare Valli's excitement during her journey to the town and
her return journey. What causes the difference in her emotions?
Hint: Consider the impact of the cow's death on Valli's emotional state.

Solution: On her way to the town, Valli is filled with excitement and joy, marveling at the sights. The
return journey is somber after witnessing the death of the cow, which dampens her spirits. This
contrast shows how experiences can quickly change one's emotions.

3. Discuss the significance of the cow's death in the story. How
does it affect Valli's perspective on life?
Hint: Think about how the incident changes Valli's outlook and what it symbolizes.

Solution: The cow's death serves as a moment of realization for Valli about the fragility of life. It
marks her transition from innocence to a more mature understanding of life and death.

4. Evaluate the role of the bus conductor in the story. How does
his interaction with Valli add depth to the narrative?
Hint: Consider the conductor's demeanor and how it contrasts with other adults in the story.



Solution: The conductor acts as a friendly figure who respects Valli's independence while also
showing concern for her safety. His interactions add humor and warmth, enriching the narrative and
highlighting Valli's character.

5. Explain how the setting of the story contributes to its overall
mood and themes.
Hint: Analyze how the descriptions of the village and the bus ride enhance the story's themes.

Solution: The rural setting, with its simple life and natural beauty, mirrors Valli's innocence and
curiosity. The bus ride through this setting symbolizes her journey towards self-discovery and
independence.

6. Contrast Valli's view of the world before and after her bus ride.
What does this reveal about her character development?
Hint: Focus on the pivotal moments that change Valli's perspective.

Solution: Before the ride, Valli's world is limited to her village, filled with curiosity about the outside.
After the ride, especially after seeing the cow's death, she gains a more nuanced understanding of
life, showing her growth from innocence to experience.

7. Discuss the theme of freedom in 'Madam Rides the Bus'. How is
it portrayed through Valli's journey?
Hint: Consider how Valli's actions defy norms and what that signifies about freedom.

Solution: Freedom is portrayed through Valli's desire to explore beyond her village and her
successful solo bus ride. It highlights her breaking away from societal expectations of what a child,
especially a girl, can do, symbolizing personal liberation.

8. Analyze the narrative style of 'Madam Rides the Bus'. How does
it enhance the reader's understanding of Valli's experiences?
Hint: Think about how the narration style allows readers to connect with Valli.



Solution: The third-person omniscient narrative provides insight into Valli's thoughts and feelings,
making her journey more relatable. The descriptive language vividly captures her excitement and
the landscapes, immersing the reader in her experience.

9. What lessons can be drawn from Valli's adventure? Discuss the
moral and philosophical implications of her journey.
Hint: Reflect on the broader life lessons beyond the literal journey.

Solution: Valli's adventure teaches the value of independence, the joy of discovery, and the
inevitability of facing life's harsh realities. Philosophically, it reflects on the transition from innocence
to experience and the importance of resilience.

10. Imagine an alternative ending where Valli does not witness the
cow's death. How would this change the story's impact and
themes?
Hint: Consider how the cow's death serves as a turning point in the narrative.

Solution: Without the cow's death, the story would lack its moment of sobering reality, making it a
purely joyful tale of adventure. The impact would be less profound, missing the lesson on life's
unpredictability and the loss of innocence.
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