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CHAPTER 1: A LETTER TO GOD

1. Lencho is a farmer living with his wife and children in a lonely house in a
valley.

This opening establishes his simple, rural life and total dependence on his corn crop.

2. Lencho's family survives entirely on the income from his corn harvest.

This dependence makes any threat to the crop a direct threat to the family's survival.

3. As the story opens, Lencho hopes for rain to help his corn field flourish.

His hopeful outlook reflects his general faith in nature and providence.

4. Lencho watches the sky closely, reading it like an experienced farmer.

His familiarity with weather patterns shows his deep connection to the land.

5. The rain Lencho hoped for arrives, but soon turns into a violent hailstorm.

This sudden shift from hope to disaster is the story's dramatic turning point.
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6. The hailstorm completely destroys Lencho's entire corn crop.

The total loss leaves the family with no income and no food for the coming months.

7. Lencho feels deep despair upon seeing the ruined field.

His emotional reaction shows how much the family's future depended on this single harvest.

8. Despite the disaster, Lencho's faith in God remains completely unshaken.

This unwavering faith is the trait that drives the rest of the story's events.

9. Lencho decides to write a letter addressed simply 'To God'.

This bold, unusual act shows the depth and innocence of his religious belief.

10. In his letter, Lencho asks for one hundred pesos.

This specific figure represents what he calculates he needs to replant and survive.
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11. The money is needed to sow the field again and support the family until the
next crop.

The request blends spiritual faith with a very practical, everyday need.

12. Lencho posts the letter himself through the ordinary postal system.

This simple, sincere act shows he expects his request to be handled like any normal letter.

13. The letter reaches the post office, where the postman and postmaster read
it.

Its unusual address, 'To God', immediately draws their attention and surprise.

14. The postmaster laughs at first but is moved by the sincerity of Lencho's
faith.

His reaction shifts from amusement to genuine sympathy for Lencho's situation.

15. The postmaster decides to help by collecting money from himself and his
colleagues.

This decision reflects the story's theme of human compassion in action.
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16. Together, the postal staff manage to collect seventy pesos.

This amount falls short of the hundred pesos Lencho originally requested.

17. The postmaster arranges for the money to be sent to Lencho through the
post office.

This keeps the post office central to the unfolding chain of events.

18. Lencho goes to the post office in person, confident his letter has been
answered.

His prompt visit shows his complete trust that help would arrive as expected.

19. The postmaster watches closely as Lencho receives and opens the
envelope.

His attentiveness shows genuine emotional investment in the outcome of his kind act.

20. Lencho initially feels happy, believing his faith has been rewarded with real
help.

This joy makes his coming disappointment feel more dramatic by contrast.
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21. Upon counting the money, Lencho discovers it totals only seventy pesos.

This shortfall from his original request becomes the basis for his mistaken conclusion.

22. Lencho concludes that the post office workers must have stolen the
missing thirty pesos.

This mistaken accusation is the story's central and most memorable irony.

23. The very people Lencho accuses are the ones who personally gave their
own money to help him.

This dramatic irony highlights the gap between Lencho's understanding and the truth.

24. Lencho writes a second letter to God, explaining his belief that money was
stolen.

This act shows his faith in God continuing, even as his trust in people is shaken.

25. He requests that any future money be sent to him directly, not through the
post office.

This request reflects his lasting suspicion of the postal staff despite their kindness.
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26. The story explores the theme of faith, showing how belief can sustain a
person through hardship.

Lencho's faith gives him hope and direction even after losing everything.

27. The story also explores human compassion through the actions of the
postmaster and his colleagues.

Their willingness to help a stranger reflects genuine kindness beyond their normal duties.

28. A key theme is the contrast between simple, innocent faith and the
complexity of human situations.

Lencho's straightforward view of the world leads him to misread a kind human act.

29. The story's structure moves from hope, to disaster, to faith, to kindness,
and finally to irony.

Recognising this structure helps in understanding how each part builds toward the ending.

30. The ending leaves readers reflecting on how sincere belief can coexist with
mistaken judgment.

This layered, thought-provoking conclusion is why the story remains widely studied and discussed.
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