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Mastery Questions

1. Compare and contrast the notions of development between a
prosperous farmer from Punjab and a landless rural labourer.
Hint: Consider the economic and social aspirations of each group.

Solution: A prosperous farmer from Punjab might aspire for higher support prices for crops and
cheap labor, aiming to settle children abroad, reflecting a focus on economic prosperity and global
opportunities. In contrast, a landless rural labourer seeks more work days, better wages, quality
education for children, and social equality, emphasizing basic needs and social justice. This
comparison highlights how development goals vary significantly based on one's socio-economic
status.

2. Explain why income alone is not an adequate indicator of
development with examples.
Hint: Think about the limitations of income in measuring well-being and happiness.

Solution: Income does not account for non-material aspects like freedom, security, and respect,
which are crucial for quality of life. For instance, a job may offer high pay but no job security or time
for family, reducing one's sense of security and freedom. Similarly, Kerala, despite lower per capita
income than Haryana, excels in health and education indicators, showing that development
encompasses more than just income.

3. Analyze the significance of public facilities in the development
of a country with reference to Kerala and Haryana.
Hint: Compare health and education indicators between Kerala and Haryana.

Solution: Public facilities like healthcare and education play a pivotal role in development, as seen
in Kerala's low Infant Mortality Rate and high literacy rates, despite lower per capita income than
Haryana. This demonstrates that equitable access to public services can lead to better health and
educational outcomes, contributing significantly to human development beyond mere economic
growth.



4. Discuss the concept of sustainability of development with
examples of renewable and non-renewable resources.
Hint: Consider the long-term availability and use of natural resources.

Solution: Sustainability ensures that development meets present needs without compromising
future generations. Overuse of renewable resources like groundwater leads to depletion, while non-
renewable resources like crude oil have finite reserves. For example, Punjab's overuse of
groundwater for agriculture threatens future availability, highlighting the need for sustainable
practices.

5. Evaluate the Human Development Index (HDI) as a measure of
development compared to per capita income.
Hint: Compare the components of HDI with per capita income.

Solution: HDI provides a more comprehensive measure by including health, education, and
income indicators, unlike per capita income which only reflects economic capacity. For instance, Sri
Lanka outperforms India in HDI rankings due to better health and education, despite lower per
capita income, showing HDI's broader perspective on development.

6. Why do different people have different developmental goals?
Provide examples to illustrate your answer.
Hint: Think about how personal and societal contexts influence aspirations.

Solution: Developmental goals vary due to differing life situations and priorities. For example, a girl
may seek equal freedom and opportunities as her brother, while the brother may resist sharing
household chores. Similarly, industrialists may advocate for dams for electricity, displacing tribals
who prefer small check dams, showing how goals can conflict based on individual circumstances
and interests.

7. How does the overuse of groundwater in agriculturally
prosperous regions like Punjab pose a challenge to sustainable
development?
Hint: Consider the consequences of depleting groundwater resources.



Solution: Overuse of groundwater in Punjab leads to declining water levels, threatening future
agricultural productivity and water availability. This unsustainable practice endangers food security
and livelihoods, illustrating the need for efficient water management and alternative irrigation
methods to ensure long-term sustainability.

8. Compare the developmental indicators of India with its
neighboring countries like Sri Lanka and Bangladesh.
Hint: Look at HDI components and rankings for comparison.

Solution: Despite higher per capita income, India lags behind Sri Lanka and Bangladesh in life
expectancy and education, as reflected in HDI rankings. Sri Lanka's superior health and education
systems and Bangladesh's progress in life expectancy underscore the importance of investing in
human capital for comprehensive development.

9. Discuss the role of collective provision of goods and services
in achieving development goals.
Hint: Reflect on the benefits of shared resources and services.

Solution: Collective provision, such as public schools and healthcare, ensures equitable access to
essential services, fostering inclusive development. For example, Kerala's investment in public
health and education has yielded high literacy and low mortality rates, demonstrating how collective
services can bridge inequalities and enhance societal well-being.

10. Explain the statement 'The Earth has enough resources to
meet the needs of all but not enough to satisfy the greed of even
one person' in the context of sustainable development.
Hint: Consider the difference between needs and wants in resource consumption.

Solution: This statement highlights the disparity between resource use for basic needs versus
excessive consumption. Sustainable development advocates for equitable resource distribution to
meet everyone's needs without depleting resources, contrasting with unchecked exploitation driven
by greed, which threatens environmental balance and future availability.
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