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Challenge Questions

1. Evaluate the implications of using per capita income as the
sole indicator of development in a country like India with diverse
socio-economic conditions.
Hint: Consider how income distribution and access to public services affect the overall
development.

Solution: While per capita income provides a quantitative measure of economic performance, it
fails to account for income inequality, quality of life, and access to essential services. For instance,
Kerala's lower per capita income but better human development indicators compared to Haryana
showcases the limitation. Counterpoints include its simplicity and global acceptance for quick
comparisons.

2. Discuss the role of public facilities in ensuring sustainable
development, with examples from the chapter.
Hint: Think about how collective provision of services can lead to better outcomes than individual
efforts.

Solution: Public facilities like healthcare and education are crucial for sustainable development as
they ensure equitable access to essential services. Kerala's success in reducing infant mortality
rates and improving literacy levels, despite lower per capita income, highlights this. However,
challenges include funding and maintaining quality across regions.

3. Analyze the conflict between industrial growth and
environmental sustainability using the example of groundwater
depletion in Punjab and Western U.P.
Hint: Consider the trade-offs between immediate economic benefits and long-term environmental
health.

Solution: Industrial and agricultural growth in Punjab and Western U.P. has led to overuse of
groundwater, threatening sustainability. While these activities boost income and employment, they
deplete non-renewable resources, posing long-term risks. Balancing growth with conservation
policies is essential.



4. Compare the developmental goals of a landless rural laborer
with those of a prosperous farmer from Punjab. How do these
differences impact national development policies?
Hint: Reflect on how diverse needs necessitate multifaceted policy approaches.

Solution: A landless laborer prioritizes job security and wages, while a prosperous farmer focuses
on higher crop prices and cheap labor. These conflicting goals require policies that address
inequality, such as land reforms and minimum wage laws, to ensure inclusive growth.

5. Explain why Sri Lanka, despite being a smaller country, has
better human development indicators than India. What lessons
can India learn?
Hint: Look at the correlation between public spending on social sectors and development outcomes.

Solution: Sri Lanka's focus on healthcare and education, evidenced by higher life expectancy and
literacy rates, contributes to its superior HDI ranking. India can learn to prioritize human capital
investment over mere economic growth to improve living standards.

6. Critically assess the sustainability of India's current
development model in light of its crude oil dependency and
environmental concerns.
Hint: Consider the long-term viability of depending on non-renewable resources.

Solution: India's reliance on imported crude oil poses economic and environmental challenges,
including trade deficits and pollution. Transitioning to renewable energy sources and enhancing
public transport can promote sustainability, but requires significant investment and policy support.

7. How does the concept of 'Human Development Index' provide a
more comprehensive understanding of development than per
capita income? Illustrate with examples.
Hint: Think about the dimensions of well-being beyond economic metrics.



Solution: HDI incorporates health, education, and income, offering a holistic view of development.
For example, Kerala's high literacy and life expectancy rates contribute to a better HDI despite
lower per capita income, highlighting the index's broader perspective.

8. Discuss the potential consequences of ignoring the
'sustainability of development' in pursuit of rapid economic
growth, with reference to groundwater overuse in India.
Hint: Reflect on the balance between immediate growth and future resource availability.

Solution: Ignoring sustainability can lead to resource depletion, as seen in groundwater overuse,
threatening agriculture and drinking water supplies. Long-term consequences include food
insecurity and increased costs for water extraction, undermining economic stability.

9. Evaluate the statement: 'Development for one may not be
development for another.' with examples from the chapter.
Hint: Consider how different groups perceive and are affected by development projects.

Solution: This statement highlights the subjective nature of development. For instance, dam
construction benefits industries with electricity but displaces tribal communities. Such conflicts
underscore the need for inclusive and participatory development planning.

10. Propose a strategy for India to improve its Human
Development Index ranking, drawing on lessons from the chapter.
Hint: Think about the interplay between economic policies and social development indicators.

Solution: India should increase investment in healthcare and education, ensure equitable access
to public services, and implement policies to reduce income inequality. Learning from Kerala's
model, focusing on human capital can yield significant improvements in HDI.
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