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CBSE NOTES
The Thief’s Story - Mastery Worksheet
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Mastery Questions

1. Analyze the transformation of Hari Singh from a thief to
someone who values education. What pivotal moments lead to
this change?
Hint: Focus on Hari's thoughts about education before and after the theft.

Solution: Hari Singh's transformation is marked by his realization of the value of education over
theft. Key moments include his initial gratitude towards Anil for teaching him to write, his internal
conflict during the theft, and his decision to return the money, understanding that education could
offer him a better future.

2. Compare and contrast Anil's and Hari Singh's perspectives on
trust and betrayal. How do these perspectives influence their
relationship?
Hint: Consider how each character's background influences their views on trust.

Solution: Anil's perspective is rooted in unconditional trust and kindness, seeing the good in
people, while Hari Singh initially views trust as a weakness to exploit. Their relationship evolves as
Hari begins to value Anil's trust, leading to his moral dilemma and eventual change of heart.

3. Discuss the significance of the setting in 'The Thief’s Story'.
How does it contribute to the plot and character development?
Hint: Analyze how physical settings reflect emotional states.

Solution: The setting, with its detailed depiction of the bazaar, the room over Jumna Sweet Shop,
and the railway station, mirrors Hari Singh's internal journey from isolation to seeking redemption.
The rainy night symbolizes his turmoil and the cleansing of his past deeds.

4. Evaluate the role of Anil's character in the story. Is he merely a
catalyst for Hari's change, or does he have deeper significance?
Hint: Consider Anil's actions and their impact on Hari beyond the surface level.



Solution: Anil serves as both a catalyst and a moral compass in the story. His unconditional trust
and kindness challenge Hari's worldview, prompting his transformation. Anil's struggle as a writer
also adds depth, showing that goodness isn't tied to material success.

5. How does Ruskin Bond use irony in 'The Thief’s Story' to
enhance its moral message?
Hint: Look for situations where outcomes contradict expectations.

Solution: The irony lies in Hari Singh, a thief, teaching himself a lesson about honesty and the
value of education, while Anil, the victim, shows no anger but continues to trust. This irony
underscores the story's message about redemption and the power of kindness.

6. What does Hari Singh's hesitation at the railway station reveal
about his character?
Hint: Reflect on what the railway station symbolizes for Hari.

Solution: Hari's hesitation signifies his internal conflict and the beginning of his moral awakening. It
shows his subconscious reluctance to leave behind the possibility of a better life through education,
marking a turning point in his character.

7. Analyze the theme of redemption in 'The Thief’s Story'. How is
it achieved?
Hint: Focus on the actions that signify Hari's change of heart.

Solution: Redemption is achieved through Hari Singh's realization of the value of trust and
education over theft. His decision to return the money and Anil's silent forgiveness complete his
redemption arc, highlighting the story's moral about second chances.

8. Discuss the impact of Anil's teaching on Hari Singh's future.
How does education play a role in Hari's transformation?
Hint: Consider the long-term implications of learning to write.



Solution: Anil's teaching plants the seed of self-worth and ambition in Hari, showing him a path
beyond theft. Education becomes the tool for Hari's transformation, offering him hope for a
respectable and fulfilling life.

9. How does the story challenge the stereotype of thieves being
irredeemable?
Hint: Think about how Hari's actions defy common perceptions of thieves.

Solution: Through Hari Singh's character, the story challenges the stereotype by depicting a thief
capable of guilt, moral reasoning, and change. It suggests that environment and opportunities play
significant roles in shaping one's morality.

10. Reflect on the ending of the story. Why does Anil not confront
Hari about the theft? What does this say about his character?
Hint: Consider Anil's reaction in the context of his overall behavior towards Hari.

Solution: Anil's decision not to confront Hari underscores his understanding and compassion. It
reflects his belief in giving people chances to redeem themselves, emphasizing his role as a mentor
rather than a punisher.
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