
Class X - English

The Thief’s Story

CBSE NOTES
The Thief’s Story - Challenge Worksheet
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Challenge Questions

1. Analyze the transformation of Hari Singh’s character from a
thief to someone who values education. What pivotal moments
lead to this change?
Hint: Consider the significance of the moment Hari decides to return the money and what it
symbolizes about his character development.

Solution: Discuss Hari's initial motivations for theft versus his realization about the value of
education. Highlight the internal conflict and the role of Anil's trust in his transformation.

2. Evaluate the role of trust in the relationship between Anil and
Hari Singh. How does this trust influence Hari’s decisions?
Hint: Think about the psychological impact of trust on someone who is used to deceit and betrayal.

Solution: Explore how Anil's unconditional trust acts as a catalyst for Hari's moral dilemma and
eventual change. Contrast this with how Hari might have reacted to a less trusting employer.

3. Discuss the significance of the setting in 'The Thief’s Story'.
How does the environment contribute to the plot and character
development?
Hint: Reflect on how the setting mirrors the characters' internal states and societal positions.

Solution: Analyze how the urban setting, with its opportunities and temptations, shapes Hari's life
choices and Anil's lifestyle. Consider the symbolic meaning of places like the Jumna Sweet Shop
and the railway station.

4. Compare and contrast Hari Singh’s and Anil’s perspectives on
money and its value. What does this reveal about their
characters?



Hint: Consider the cultural and socioeconomic factors that might influence their differing views on
money.

Solution: Examine Hari's view of money as a means to immediate gratification versus Anil's more
relaxed attitude towards financial stability. Discuss how these perspectives influence their
interactions and the story's outcome.

5. Critically assess the moral dilemma Hari Singh faces when he
decides to steal Anil’s money. What factors contribute to his
ultimate decision to return it?
Hint: Think about the internal and external pressures Hari experiences during this pivotal moment.

Solution: Detail the conflict between Hari's survival instincts and his emerging conscience.
Highlight the role of education and personal growth in his decision-making process.

6. Explore the theme of redemption in 'The Thief’s Story'. How is
this theme developed through Hari Singh’s actions and Anil’s
reactions?
Hint: Consider the symbolic meaning of the wet money and Anil's decision to continue teaching
Hari.

Solution: Analyze how Hari's attempt to return the money and Anil's silent forgiveness serve as
acts of redemption. Discuss the implications of these actions for both characters' futures.

7. Investigate the psychological complexity of Anil’s character.
Why does he choose to forgive Hari Singh, and what does this
reveal about his personality?
Hint: Reflect on Anil's profession as a writer and how it might influence his empathetic worldview.

Solution: Delve into Anil's motivations for forgiveness, considering his understanding of human
nature and his own values. Contrast his reaction with societal norms regarding theft.



8. Assess the impact of education as a transformative force in
Hari Singh’s life. How does the prospect of learning to write whole
sentences change his outlook on life?
Hint: Consider the societal barriers Hari faces and how education offers him a way to overcome
them.

Solution: Discuss the symbolic value of education in empowering Hari to envision a future beyond
theft. Highlight the contrast between the immediate gains from theft and the long-term benefits of
literacy.

9. Debate whether 'The Thief’s Story' offers a realistic portrayal of
redemption and change. Can people like Hari Singh truly change,
or is this an idealized narrative?
Hint: Think about the conditions necessary for genuine personal transformation and whether they
are met in the story.

Solution: Present arguments for and against the realism of Hari's transformation, using examples
from the text and real-life parallels. Discuss the role of environment, opportunity, and personal
choice in facilitating change.

10. Reflect on the ending of 'The Thief’s Story'. Why does Anil not
confront Hari about the theft, and what does this silence signify?
Hint: Consider the emotional intelligence and maturity displayed by both characters in the final
scene.

Solution: Analyze the unspoken understanding between Anil and Hari at the story's conclusion.
Discuss the power of forgiveness and second chances, and how silence can sometimes speak
louder than words.
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