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Practice Questions

1. Describe the character of Mme Loisel and explain why she was
always unhappy.

Hint: Focus on Mme Loisel's background, her marriage, and her desires.

Solution: Mme Loisel was a pretty and young woman who was born into a family of clerks, which
she considered an error of destiny. She had no dowry, no hopes, and no means of becoming known
or loved by a rich or distinguished man, leading her to marry a petty clerk. She was simple but
deeply unhappy, suffering incessantly from the poverty of her surroundings and her unfulfilled
desires for luxury and admiration. Her unhappiness stemmed from her constant comparison of her
life with the lives of the rich, leading to a perpetual state of dissatisfaction and despair.

2. How did the necklace change the course of the Loisels’ life?

Hint: Consider the immediate and long-term consequences of losing the necklace.

Solution: The necklace drastically altered the Loisels' life by plunging them into poverty and
hardship. After losing the borrowed necklace, they replaced it with a new one, incurring a debt that
took ten years to repay. This period was marked by extreme frugality, hard labor, and a significant
downgrade in their living standards. The experience transformed Mme Loisel from a discontented
but relatively comfortable woman into a hardened, practical individual who had to confront the harsh
realities of life.

3. What was the cause of Matilda's ruin, and how could she have
avoided it?

Hint: Reflect on Matilda's choices and their consequences.

Solution: Matilda's ruin was caused by her vanity and desire to appear wealthier than she was,
leading her to borrow a necklace she could not afford to lose. Her lack of honesty and inability to
accept her social standing resulted in a decade of unnecessary hardship. She could have avoided
this by being content with her original appearance at the ball or by confessing the loss of the
necklace to her friend immediately, which would have revealed the necklace's true value and
spared her the financial burden.



4. What would have happened if Matilda had confessed to her
friend that she had lost the necklace?

Hint: Think about the true value of the necklace and the implications of honesty.

Solution: If Matilda had confessed the loss to Mme Forestier, she would have learned that the
necklace was a fake, worth only five hundred francs, not the thirty-six thousand francs they paid to
replace it. This revelation would have saved them from a decade of financial struggle and personal
sacrifice, highlighting the irony and tragedy of their situation. It underscores the theme of the story
about the dangers of vanity and the importance of honesty.

5. How does the story 'The Necklace' illustrate the theme of
appearance vs. reality?

Hint: Consider the symbolism of the necklace and Matilda's desires.

Solution: The story 'The Necklace' brilliantly illustrates the theme of appearance vs. reality through
the necklace itself, which appears valuable but is actually fake, and through Matilda's life, which she
tries to make appear luxurious despite her modest means. The irony of the necklace's true value
versus the perceived value that drives the Loisels into poverty serves as a critique of societal
values that prioritize appearances over substance. The story suggests that a focus on superficial
appearances can lead to unnecessary suffering and loss.

6. Discuss the role of Mme Forestier in the story. How does she
contribute to the plot's development?

Hint: Analyze Mme Forestier's actions and their impact on Matilda.

Solution: Mme Forestier plays a pivotal role in the story as the owner of the necklace that Matilda
borrows. Her willingness to lend the necklace sets the central conflict in motion, and her eventual
revelation about the necklace's true value delivers the story's ironic twist. Mme Forestier's character
contrasts with Matilda's, as she possesses the wealth and social standing Matilda covets, yet she is
also kind and generous, offering the necklace without hesitation. Her role underscores the themes
of appearance vs. reality and the consequences of vanity.

7. How does the setting contribute to the story's themes and
mood?

Hint: Consider the different locations in the story and their significance.



Solution: The setting of 'The Necklace,' primarily in Paris during the late 19th century, contributes
to the story's themes of social class and materialism. The contrast between the Loisels' modest
apartment and the opulent ball highlights Matilda's dissatisfaction and longing for a higher social
status. The grim reality of their life after losing the necklace, marked by hard labor and poverty,
further emphasizes the story's critique of vanity and the pursuit of wealth. The setting enhances the
mood of irony and tragedy that pervades the narrative.

8. What lessons can be learned from the story 'The Necklace'?

Hint: Reflect on the moral and ethical implications of the story.

Solution: The story 'The Necklace' teaches several important lessons, including the dangers of
vanity and the pursuit of material wealth at the expense of happiness and integrity. It highlights the
importance of honesty and the potential consequences of deceit, even when unintended. The story
also underscores the value of contentment and the idea that true worth is not determined by
possessions or social status. Ultimately, it serves as a cautionary tale about the pitfalls of prioritizing
appearances over reality.

9. How does Matilda's character evolve throughout the story?

Hint: Compare Matilda at the beginning and end of the story.

Solution: Matilda's character undergoes significant evolution from a vain, discontented woman to a
hardened, practical individual who has endured great hardship. Initially, she is obsessed with wealth
and social status, but after losing the necklace and facing the consequences, she becomes more
realistic and resilient. The decade of labor and sacrifice changes her physically and emotionally,
stripping away her illusions about luxury and status. However, the story ends with a twist that
suggests her suffering was unnecessary, adding a layer of irony to her transformation.

10. What is the significance of the ending of "'The Necklace'?

Hint: Consider the impact of the necklace's true value on the story's message.

Solution: The ending of 'The Necklace' is significant for its ironic twist, revealing that the necklace
was a fake and the Loisels' decade of hardship was for nothing. This revelation underscores the
story's themes of appearance vs. reality and the folly of vanity. It serves as a poignant commentary
on the arbitrary nature of social values and the tragic consequences of misunderstanding true
worth. The ending leaves the reader with a sense of irony and a reflection on the choices that led to
such an unnecessary sacrifice.
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