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Practice Questions

1. How is Ausable different from other secret agents as described
in the story?
Hint: Consider Ausable's physical appearance and how it contrasts with typical spy stereotypes.

Solution: Ausable is portrayed as a stark contrast to the typical image of a secret agent. Unlike the
suave, physically fit, and mysterious agents often depicted in fiction, Ausable is very fat, speaks
with an American accent despite living in Paris for twenty years, and lacks the glamorous lifestyle
associated with spies. His appearance and demeanor are ordinary, making him an unlikely
candidate for a secret agent. This difference is highlighted when Fowler, who expected a more
conventional spy, is disappointed upon meeting Ausable. Ausable's uniqueness lies in his ability to
blend in and use his ordinary appearance to his advantage, proving that effectiveness as a secret
agent doesn't rely on fitting a stereotypical image.

2. What is Fowler's first authentic thrill of the day and why is it
significant?
Hint: Think about the moment when Fowler's expectations are suddenly overturned.

Solution: Fowler's first authentic thrill of the day occurs when he and Ausable enter the latter's
hotel room and discover Max, another secret agent, waiting with a pistol. This moment is significant
because it marks the transition from Fowler's initial disappointment with Ausable's unremarkable
appearance to the realization that Ausable is indeed involved in dangerous espionage. The thrill
underscores the unpredictability and danger inherent in a secret agent's life, contrasting sharply
with the mundane evening Fowler had experienced up to that point. It also serves as a turning point
in the story, setting the stage for the ensuing conflict and Ausable's display of quick thinking.

3. How does Ausable outwit Max in the story?
Hint: Focus on Ausable's explanation about the balcony and its role in Max's downfall.

Solution: Ausable outwits Max by fabricating a story about a non-existent balcony attached to his
room. He describes the balcony in detail, claiming it's a security flaw that has been exploited before,
which makes Max believe it's a viable escape route. When the police (actually a waiter) knock on
the door, Max, fearing capture, attempts to escape via the balcony and falls to his demise, as there
was no balcony. Ausable's quick thinking and ability to manipulate Max's perceptions under
pressure demonstrate his cleverness and presence of mind, key traits for a successful secret agent.



4. Discuss the role of setting in 'The Midnight Visitor'. How does it
contribute to the story's tension?
Hint: Consider how the physical environment influences the characters' actions and the story's
mood.

Solution: The setting of 'The Midnight Visitor' plays a crucial role in building tension. The story
takes place in a small, gloomy hotel room on the top floor of a French hotel, which feels
claustrophobic and isolated. This confined space amplifies the danger when Max is discovered in
the room, as there are limited options for escape or help. The mention of the balcony (which turns
out to be non-existent) adds to the suspense, as it becomes the focal point of Ausable's plan to
outwit Max. The setting's ordinary appearance contrasts with the high-stakes espionage occurring
within it, heightening the story's unpredictability and tension.

5. What does the story reveal about the nature of espionage and
secret agents?
Hint: Reflect on how Ausable's character and actions defy typical spy stereotypes.

Solution: The story challenges common stereotypes about espionage and secret agents,
presenting a more nuanced view. Through Ausable, it shows that effectiveness in espionage
doesn't rely on physical prowess or glamour but on intelligence, quick thinking, and the ability to
blend in. The narrative also highlights the unpredictability and danger inherent in the life of a secret
agent, as seen in the sudden appearance of Max and the high-stakes confrontation that follows.
Additionally, the story underscores the importance of presence of mind and adaptability in
overcoming threats, as demonstrated by Ausable's clever resolution to the crisis.

6. How does the author build suspense in 'The Midnight Visitor'?
Hint: Look at key moments where the story's tension peaks and how the author achieves this.

Solution: The author builds suspense through several techniques, including the sudden
introduction of Max with a gun, which immediately raises the stakes. The detailed description of the
non-existent balcony creates a sense of impending danger, as the reader wonders how it will factor
into the story. The knocking at the door, initially believed to be the police, adds another layer of
tension, as Max's reaction and subsequent actions are unpredictable. The author's use of limited
perspective, primarily through Fowler's eyes, keeps the reader in the dark about Ausable's plans,
enhancing the suspense until the final reveal.



7. What is the significance of the title 'The Midnight Visitor'?
Hint: Consider who the midnight visitor is and his impact on the story.

Solution: The title 'The Midnight Visitor' refers to Max, who unexpectedly appears in Ausable's
room late at night, turning a seemingly ordinary evening into a life-threatening situation. The title
encapsulates the story's central conflict and the theme of unexpected danger in the world of
espionage. It also hints at the mysterious and suspenseful nature of the narrative, as the visitor's
intentions and the outcome of his visit are unclear until the story's climax. The title effectively sets
the tone for a tale of intrigue and quick wits.

8. How does Fowler's perspective influence the reader's
understanding of the story?
Hint: Think about how Fowler's views and reactions mirror or contrast with the reader's.

Solution: Fowler's perspective serves as the lens through which the reader experiences the story,
shaping their understanding and expectations. Initially, Fowler's disappointment with Ausable's
unremarkable appearance mirrors common stereotypes about secret agents, setting up the contrast
with the story's later events. His shock and fear upon encountering Max allow the reader to share in
the sudden shift from mundane to dangerous. Fowler's limited knowledge of Ausable's plans keeps
the reader in suspense, making the resolution more surprising and satisfying. His perspective
effectively guides the reader through the narrative's emotional and thematic arcs.

9. Discuss the theme of appearance versus reality in 'The
Midnight Visitor'.
Hint: Consider how characters and elements in the story defy initial expectations.

Solution: The theme of appearance versus reality is central to 'The Midnight Visitor'. Ausable's
ordinary and unassuming appearance belies his sharp intellect and effectiveness as a secret agent,
challenging stereotypes about what a spy should look like. The non-existent balcony is another
example, where Ausable's fabricated story creates a false reality that Max believes, leading to his
downfall. The story suggests that appearances can be deceiving and that true capability and
danger often lie beneath the surface, a key lesson in the world of espionage and beyond.

10. What lessons can be learned from Ausable's handling of the
situation with Max?



Hint: Reflect on the strategies Ausable uses to overcome the threat posed by Max.

Solution: Ausable's handling of the situation with Max offers several lessons, including the
importance of presence of mind, adaptability, and the ability to think quickly under pressure. By
fabricating the story about the balcony, Ausable demonstrates how creativity and quick thinking can
turn a dire situation to one's advantage. His calm demeanor in the face of danger highlights the
value of keeping one's composure when confronted with unexpected challenges. Additionally,
Ausable's approach underscores the idea that physical strength or conventional attributes are not
prerequisites for success in high-stakes situations; intelligence and wit can be far more effective.
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