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Mastery Questions

1. Compare and contrast the character of Ausable with the
stereotypical image of a secret agent as portrayed in books and
films. Provide examples to support your answer.
Hint: Focus on physical appearance, demeanor, and skills when comparing Ausable to typical
secret agents.

Solution: Ausable is portrayed as a fat, sloppy man with an American accent, which contrasts
sharply with the stereotypical secret agent who is usually depicted as handsome, physically fit, and
sophisticated. For example, James Bond is known for his charm, athleticism, and British accent,
while Ausable lacks these qualities. However, Ausable's intelligence and quick thinking, as seen
when he outwits Max, align with the cunning and resourcefulness expected of a secret agent.

2. Analyze how Ausable's description of the non-existent balcony
contributes to the suspense and eventual outcome of the story.
Hint: Consider how Ausable's words manipulate Max's perceptions and actions.

Solution: Ausable's detailed and convincing description of the balcony creates suspense by
making Max believe in its existence. This clever fabrication plays a crucial role in the story's climax,
as Max attempts to escape via the balcony, only to fall to his demise. Ausable's ability to think on
his feet and use Max's assumptions against him highlights his strategic mind and the theme of
appearance versus reality.

3. Discuss the significance of the setting in 'The Midnight Visitor'
and how it enhances the story's tension.
Hint: Think about how the physical environment influences the characters' interactions and the
story's mood.

Solution: The setting of a small, gloomy hotel room on the top floor adds to the story's tension by
creating a confined and isolated environment. This setting amplifies the danger Ausable and Fowler
face when Max appears with a gun. The ordinary window, which becomes the focal point of the
climax, contrasts with the high-stakes espionage, emphasizing the unpredictability and irony of the
situation.



4. Evaluate Ausable's plan to outwit Max. Was it premeditated or
improvised? Support your answer with evidence from the text.
Hint: Look for clues in Ausable's reactions and the timing of his actions.

Solution: Ausable's plan appears to be improvised, taking advantage of the unfolding events.
There is no prior indication that he anticipated Max's arrival or had a premeditated strategy. His
quick thinking is evident when he fabricates the story about the balcony and the police, using Max's
nervousness and the knocking at the door to his advantage. This spontaneity showcases Ausable's
presence of mind.

5. Explain how the theme of deception is central to 'The Midnight
Visitor'. Provide examples from the text.
Hint: Identify instances where characters lie or manipulate others.

Solution: Deception is a central theme, as Ausable deceives Max about the balcony and the
police. Max also attempts deception by hiding in Ausable's room to steal the report. These acts of
deception drive the plot and lead to the story's ironic conclusion, where Max's belief in Ausable's
lies results in his downfall. The theme underscores the unpredictable nature of espionage.

6. Describe the role of Fowler in the story. How does his
perspective influence the reader's understanding of the events?
Hint: Consider how Fowler's reactions and thoughts guide the reader's interpretation.

Solution: Fowler serves as the audience's surrogate, providing an outsider's perspective on the
espionage world. His initial disappointment and subsequent shock mirror the reader's reactions,
making the story more engaging. Fowler's presence also highlights Ausable's unconventional
methods, as he witnesses the agent's cleverness firsthand, which contrasts with his earlier
skepticism.

7. Analyze the climax of 'The Midnight Visitor'. How does the
author build tension leading up to this moment?
Hint: Pay attention to the sequence of events and the characters' emotional states.



Solution: The climax is built through a series of tense interactions, starting with Max's sudden
appearance and escalating with Ausable's fabricated story about the balcony and the police. The
knocking at the door and Max's subsequent attempt to escape create a crescendo of suspense,
culminating in his fall. The author uses dialogue and pacing to heighten the tension, making the
climax both surprising and inevitable.

8. Discuss the irony in the ending of 'The Midnight Visitor'. How
does it reinforce the story's themes?
Hint: Think about the contrast between what the characters expect and what actually happens.

Solution: The ending is ironic because Max's attempt to escape via the non-existent balcony leads
to his death, while Ausable's deception is revealed to be harmless (the waiter, not the police, was at
the door). This irony reinforces themes of deception and the unpredictability of life, as Max's
overconfidence and Ausable's quick thinking result in an unexpected outcome.

9. Compare the characters of Ausable and Max. How do their
differences contribute to the story's conflict and resolution?
Hint: Focus on how each character's traits influence their actions and the story's outcome.

Solution: Ausable is calm, intelligent, and resourceful, while Max is nervous, overconfident, and
ultimately outsmarted. Their contrasting personalities create the story's conflict, as Max's
aggression is countered by Ausable's wit. The resolution hinges on these differences, as Ausable's
ability to remain composed under pressure allows him to deceive Max and secure his own safety.

10. Reflect on the title 'The Midnight Visitor'. How does it
encapsulate the essence of the story?
Hint: Consider the symbolic and literal meanings of the title in relation to the plot.

Solution: The title 'The Midnight Visitor' refers to Max's unexpected and threatening appearance in
Ausable's room at night. It encapsulates the story's themes of surprise, danger, and deception, as
the 'visitor' disrupts the ordinary and sets the plot in motion. The title also hints at the story's climax,
where the visitor's fate is sealed by his own actions and Ausable's cleverness.
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