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Challenge Questions

1. Analyze the character of Ausable as a secret agent. How does
his appearance and behavior defy the conventional image of a
spy?
Hint: Consider how Ausable uses his unassuming appearance to his advantage.

Solution: Ausable's character challenges the stereotypical image of a spy by being overweight,
having an American accent, and lacking the physical agility and charm typically associated with
secret agents. His success lies in his intelligence and presence of mind, proving that appearances
can be deceiving.

2. Evaluate the significance of the setting in 'The Midnight Visitor'.
How does the author use the hotel room and the non-existent
balcony to build suspense?
Hint: Think about how physical spaces can influence the plot and character decisions.

Solution: The cramped, ordinary hotel room contrasts with the high-stakes espionage, heightening
suspense. The mention of the balcony sets up the climax, where Max's belief in its existence leads
to his downfall.

3. Discuss the theme of deception in 'The Midnight Visitor'. How
do Ausable and Max employ deception, and what are the
outcomes?
Hint: Consider the moral and strategic implications of deception in espionage.

Solution: Ausable deceives Max by fabricating the existence of a balcony and the arrival of police,
leading to Max's capture. Max's deception is his initial intrusion and threat, which fails due to
Ausable's cleverness.



4. Compare and contrast the characters of Ausable and Max. How
do their approaches to espionage reflect their personalities?
Hint: Focus on their interactions and how each reacts under pressure.

Solution: Ausable relies on wit and psychological manipulation, while Max depends on physical
threat and aggression. Ausable's calm demeanor contrasts with Max's nervousness, highlighting
different spy methodologies.

5. Assess the role of Fowler in the story. How does his
perspective enhance the narrative?
Hint: Consider how Fowler's expectations versus reality drive the story's engagement.

Solution: Fowler serves as the audience surrogate, his initial disappointment and subsequent thrill
mirroring the reader's experience. His presence adds a layer of realism and tension.

6. Explore the concept of 'presence of mind' as demonstrated by
Ausable. How does this trait contribute to the resolution of the
conflict?
Hint: Think about real-life situations where presence of mind can be crucial.

Solution: Ausable's quick thinking and ability to remain calm under pressure allow him to
outmaneuver Max. His fabricated story about the balcony and police showcases his strategic mind.

7. Critically analyze the ending of 'The Midnight Visitor'. How does
the twist with the non-existent balcony impact the reader's
perception of Ausable?
Hint: Reflect on how unexpected endings can redefine a character's image.

Solution: The twist reveals Ausable's mastery over manipulation and suspense, elevating him from
an unassuming figure to a cunning spy. It leaves the reader in awe of his cleverness.



8. Discuss the ethical implications of Ausable's actions. Is his
deception justified in the context of espionage?
Hint: Consider the balance between morality and duty in spy narratives.

Solution: In espionage, deception is often a necessary tool for survival and success. Ausable's
actions, while morally ambiguous, are justified by the high stakes of his profession.

9. Imagine an alternative ending where Max discovers the truth
about the balcony. How would this change the story's message?
Hint: Think about how different outcomes can alter a story's thematic focus.

Solution: An alternative ending could undermine Ausable's intelligence and the story's theme of wit
over brute force. It might shift the message to one of luck or external intervention.

10. Reflect on the title 'The Midnight Visitor'. How does it
encapsulate the essence of the story?
Hint: Consider how titles can foreshadow or summarize a story's core elements.

Solution: The title hints at the unexpected and mysterious nature of Max's intrusion, setting the
tone for a tale of suspense and clever resolution. It symbolizes the unforeseen challenges in
espionage.
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