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Practice Questions

1. Why was the twentieth century called the 'Era of the Book' in
the play?

Hint: Refer to the Historian's introduction in the play.

Solution: The twentieth century was called the 'Era of the Book' because during that time, books
were the primary source of information and knowledge. They covered a wide range of topics, from
ant eaters to Zulus, teaching people how to, when to, where to, and why to do things. Books were
used for illustration, education, punctuation, and even decoration. They were considered essential
for learning and were a significant part of daily life. The play highlights the importance of books by
showing how a single book, 'Mother Goose', saved the Earth from a Martian invasion. This era was
before the digital age, making books the most reliable and accessible form of information. The play
uses this term to emphasize the value and impact of books in shaping human civilization and
knowledge.

2. How did the book 'Mother Goose' save the Earth from a Martian
invasion?

Hint: Focus on the Martians' interpretation of the nursery rhymes.

Solution: The book 'Mother Goose' saved the Earth from a Martian invasion by misleading the
Martians about the Earth's capabilities. The Martians, led by Think-Tank, misinterpreted the nursery
rhymes in the book as evidence of advanced Earth technology and military strategies. For example,
they thought the rhyme about Humpty Dumpty was a direct threat to Think-Tank's leadership.
Fearing an Earthling attack, Think-Tank ordered the Martian invasion fleet to retreat. This
misunderstanding was caused by the Martians' inability to comprehend the true nature of the book,
which was simply a collection of children's nursery rhymes. The play humorously shows how
ignorance and misinterpretation can lead to unexpected outcomes, highlighting the power of
literature to influence perceptions and decisions.

3. Describe the character of Think-Tank and his role in the play.

Hint: Consider Think-Tank's interactions with his subordinates and his reactions to the book.

Solution: Think-Tank is the commander-in-chief of Mars and the primary antagonist in the play. He
is portrayed as arrogant, self-centered, and overly confident in his intelligence, often demanding
praise from his subordinates. Despite his claims of superiority, Think-Tank is easily fooled and



makes incorrect assumptions about Earth and its inhabitants. His misinterpretation of the 'Mother
Goose' book leads to the Martian invasion being called off. Think-Tank's character serves as a
satire of authoritarian leaders who rely on fear and flattery rather than genuine knowledge and
understanding. His eventual replacement by Noodle, who is wiser and more humble, underscores
the play's message about the dangers of arrogance and the value of true intelligence.

4. What role does Noodle play in the story, and how does he
handle Think-Tank's mistakes?

Hint: Look at Noodle's dialogue and how he phrases his suggestions.

Solution: Noodle is Think-Tank's apprentice and plays a crucial role in the story by subtly
correcting Think-Tank's mistakes without offending him. Noodle is intelligent and observant, noticing
the errors in Think-Tank's interpretations but presenting his corrections in a way that allows Think-
Tank to save face. For example, Noodle suggests that the 'sandwiches' might be communication
devices, leading Think-Tank to claim this was his next point. Noodle's diplomatic approach
highlights his wisdom and patience, contrasting with Think-Tank's arrogance. By the end of the play,
Noodle replaces Think-Tank as the ruler of Mars, symbolizing the triumph of humility and true
intelligence over vanity and false confidence.

5. How do the Martians misinterpret the books they find in the
Centerville Public Library?

Hint: Focus on the Martians' initial confusion and their later interpretations of the rhymes.

Solution: The Martians misinterpret the books they find in the Centerville Public Library by failing to
recognize them as books. Initially, they think the books are hats or items from a refreshment stand.
When they examine 'Mother Goose', they mistake the nursery rhymes for coded messages about
Earth's advanced technology and military plans. For instance, they believe the rhyme about cows
jumping over the moon indicates that Earthlings have taught their animals space techniques. These
misinterpretations stem from the Martians' lack of familiarity with Earth's culture and literature, as
well as their leader Think-Tank's overconfidence and paranoia. The play uses these
misunderstandings to create humor and to critique the dangers of ignorance and arrogance.

6. What is the significance of the play's setting in the twenty-fifth
century?

Hint: Consider how the future setting influences the story's events and themes.




Solution: The play's setting in the twenty-fifth century allows the author to explore themes of future
technology, interplanetary communication, and the enduring value of literature. By setting the story
in the future, the play can imagine a scenario where Earth and Mars have established contact, yet
misunderstandings still occur due to cultural differences. The futuristic setting also serves as a
backdrop for the humorous premise of a book saving the Earth from an alien invasion. Additionally,
the play's conclusion, where Earthlings and Martians eventually become friends and share
knowledge, suggests a hopeful vision of the future where communication and understanding bridge
gaps between different civilizations. The setting thus enhances the play's themes and comedic
elements.

7. How does the play use humor to convey its message?

Hint: Look at the Martians' dialogue and their reactions to the book.

Solution: The play uses humor to convey its message through the absurd misunderstandings of
the Martians, particularly Think-Tank. The Martians' ridiculous interpretations of the nursery rhymes,
such as believing that 'Humpty Dumpty' refers to Think-Tank's brain, create comedic moments that
entertain the audience. This humor serves to highlight the dangers of arrogance and the importance
of humility and true knowledge. The play also satirizes authoritarian leadership through Think-
Tank's character, who is more concerned with his image than with accurate information. By making
the audience laugh at the Martians' mistakes, the play encourages reflection on how similar errors
in judgment can occur in real life, emphasizing the value of education and open-mindedness.

8. What lessons can be learned from the play 'The Book That
Saved the Earth'?

Hint: Consider the outcomes for the characters and the play's themes.

Solution: The play 'The Book That Saved the Earth' teaches several important lessons. Firstly, it
highlights the power of literature to influence perceptions and decisions, as seen in how a simple
book of nursery rhymes prevents an invasion. Secondly, it critiques arrogance and overconfidence
through Think-Tank's character, showing how these traits can lead to poor judgment and failure.
Thirdly, the play emphasizes the importance of humility and true intelligence, as exemplified by
Noodle, who ultimately replaces Think-Tank. Additionally, the play underscores the value of
communication and understanding in resolving conflicts, as the eventual friendship between
Earthlings and Martians demonstrates. These lessons are conveyed through humor and satire,
making them accessible and engaging for the audience.

9. How does the play address the theme of cultural
misunderstanding?



Hint: Focus on the Martians' interactions with the book and their eventual relationship with Earth.

Solution: The play addresses the theme of cultural misunderstanding through the Martians' inability
to correctly interpret Earth's literature and customs. Their confusion over the books and nursery
rhymes leads to a series of comedic errors, culminating in the cancellation of the invasion. These
misunderstandings arise from the Martians' lack of knowledge about Earth's culture and their
leader's arrogance, which prevents them from seeking accurate information. The play suggests that
cultural misunderstandings can have significant consequences but can also be resolved through
education and open-mindedness. By the end of the play, the Earthlings and Martians overcome
their differences, highlighting the potential for harmony when different cultures learn to understand
and appreciate each other.

10. What is the role of the Historian in the play, and how does she
contribute to the story?

Hint: Consider the Historian's opening and closing speeches.

Solution: The Historian serves as the narrator and frame for the play, introducing the story and
providing context for the audience. She sets the scene in the twenty-fifth century and explains the
significance of the twentieth century as the 'Era of the Book'. The Historian also concludes the play
by summarizing the outcome of the events and the eventual friendship between Earthlings and
Martians. Her role is crucial in bridging the past and future, helping the audience understand the
play's setting and themes. The Historian's humorous and engaging narration adds to the play's
entertainment value while reinforcing its messages about the power of literature and the importance
of understanding.
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