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Key Points

1. Bholi's real name is Sulekha, but she's called Bholi due to
her simplicity.
Bholi, originally named Sulekha, is called so because of her perceived simplicity and
backwardness after a childhood accident.

2. Bholi's father worries about her due to her looks and lack
of intelligence.
Ramlal is concerned about Bholi's future because of her disfigured face from smallpox and her
stammer, fearing no one will marry her.

3. Bholi is sent to school for unusual reasons.
Bholi is sent to school not for education but because her parents see little chance of her
marriage, leaving her future to the teachers.

4. Bholi's first day at school is transformative.
Initially frightened, Bholi finds solace in the colorful pictures and the kind teacher, sparking a hope
for a better future.

5. The teacher plays a pivotal role in Bholi's life.
The teacher's encouragement helps Bholi overcome her stammer and gain confidence, changing
her life's course.

6. Bholi's parents accept Bishamber's proposal for her
marriage.



They accept due to Bishamber's wealth and the lack of dowry demand, overlooking his age and
limp, seeing it as Bholi's only chance.

7. Bholi rejects the marriage, showing her transformation.
Bholi refuses to marry Bishamber when he demands dowry, displaying her newfound confidence
and self-respect.

8. Bholi's final act signifies her complete transformation.
By rejecting the marriage and speaking without stammer, Bholi asserts her independence and
plans to teach, showing her growth.

9. The story highlights societal attitudes towards girls.
It critiques the neglect and low expectations for girls, especially those with disabilities or deemed
unattractive.

10. Bholi's journey from fear to confidence is central.
Her evolution from a stammering, neglected child to a confident individual underscores the power
of education and kindness.

11. The teacher's method is key to Bholi's change.
Using patience, encouragement, and visual aids, the teacher helps Bholi overcome her fears and
stammer.

12. Bholi's rejection of dowry is a bold statement.
Her refusal to comply with dowry demands challenges societal norms and highlights her moral
strength.



13. The story contrasts Bholi's treatment at home and
school.
At home, Bholi is neglected and mocked, while at school, she receives care and respect,
illustrating the impact of environment.

14. Bholi's name change back to Sulekha signifies her
identity reclaim.
Being called Sulekha at the end marks her complete transformation and rejection of the 'Bholi'
identity imposed on her.

15. The story advocates for girls' education.
Through Bholi's transformation, the narrative underscores the transformative power of education
for girls.

16. Bholi's story mirrors real-world gender disparities.
It reflects the societal preference for boys over girls, especially in education and marriage, urging
for change.

17. The teacher's satisfaction mirrors an artist's pride.
The teacher feels fulfilled seeing Bholi's growth, akin to an artist admiring their masterpiece,
highlighting the joy of teaching.

18. Bholi's plan to teach shows her gratitude and growth.
Her decision to teach at the same school demonstrates her desire to give back and her complete
transformation.

19. The story's ending is hopeful for Bholi's future.



Bholi's confident declaration about her future plans leaves readers hopeful about her
independence and contributions.

20. Bholi's character challenges stereotypes.
Her journey challenges stereotypes about beauty, intelligence, and the capabilities of those with
disabilities.
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