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Challenge Questions

1. Evaluate the character of Mrs Pumphrey in ‘A Triumph of
Surgery'. How does her behavior reflect the theme of indulgence
versus care?

Hint: Consider the consequences of Mrs Pumphrey's actions on Tricki's health and how her
character evolves through the story.

Solution: Mrs Pumphrey's character is a blend of deep affection and overindulgence. Her actions,
while stemming from love, border on negligence, highlighting the thin line between care and
spoiling. This is evident in her feeding Tricki unhealthy foods despite veterinary advice, showing
how indulgence can harm. However, her concern for Tricki's well-being is genuine, as seen in her
distress and eventual gratitude towards the vet. The theme is universal, resonating with how
excessive pampering can be detrimental, a lesson applicable to parenting and pet care alike.

2. Analyze the transformation of Tricki from the beginning to the
end of the story. What does this change signify?

Hint: Reflect on the contrast between Tricki's life at Mrs Pumphrey's and at the vet's surgery. What
factors contributed to his recovery?

Solution: Tricki's journey from a lethargic, overfed dog to a lively, healthy animal underscores the
importance of discipline and the right environment for growth. Initially, Tricki's condition is a direct
result of his pampered lifestyle, showcasing how luxury without balance leads to deterioration. His
recovery in the vet's care, through simple, natural means, symbolizes the efficacy of basic needs
over excessive indulgence. This transformation is a critique of materialism and a testament to the
virtues of simplicity and hard work.

3. Discuss the role of the narrator in 'A Triumph of Surgery'. How
does his approach to Tricki's treatment reflect his professional
ethics and personal traits?

Hint: Consider the narrator's interactions with Mrs Pumphrey and his treatment plan for Tricki. What
does this reveal about his character?

Solution: The narrator, a veterinary surgeon, demonstrates a balanced approach combining
professionalism with compassion. His decision to hospitalize Tricki, despite Mrs Pumphrey's



protests, shows his commitment to the animal's health over the owner's sentiments. His method of
treatment—focusing on natural recovery through exercise and diet rather than medication—reflects
his belief in holistic care. This approach, coupled with his tact in handling Mrs Pumphrey, highlights
his ethical stance and common sense, making him an ideal caregiver.

4. Is the title 'A Triumph of Surgery' ironic? Justify your answer
with examples from the text.

Hint: Examine what actually led to Tricki's recovery versus what the title suggests.

Solution: The title carries a layer of irony, as Tricki's recovery is attributed not to surgical
intervention but to a return to basic health principles. Mrs Pumphrey's exclamation of the title
phrase reflects her misunderstanding of the treatment's nature, equating any medical success with
surgery. The real 'triumph’ lies in the vet's simple, effective care strategy, contrasting with the
expectation of complex medical procedures. This irony serves to critique societal perceptions of
healthcare and the undervaluation of preventive and natural remedies.

5. Explore the theme of loneliness and its impact on behavior as
depicted in 'A Triumph of Surgery"'.

Hint: Consider Mrs Pumphrey's actions and motivations. How might her social or emotional life
influence her behavior towards Tricki?

Solution: Loneliness drives Mrs Pumphrey to overindulge Tricki, using him as an emotional
substitute. Her behavior mirrors how isolation can lead to irrational actions, even when well-
intentioned. The story subtly critiques the societal neglect of emotional well-being, especially
among the affluent who may substitute material care for genuine relationships. Tricki's plight
becomes a metaphor for the consequences of such substitutions, highlighting the need for
emotional fulfilment beyond material means.

6. Critically assess the ethical dilemma faced by the narrator
when deciding to hospitalize Tricki against Mrs Pumphrey's
wishes.

Hint: Think about the responsibilities of a medical professional towards their patient versus the
feelings of the patient's family.

Solution: The narrator faces a classic ethical dilemma: prioritizing the patient's welfare versus
respecting the owner's autonomy. His choice to hospitalize Tricki, despite Mrs Pumphrey's distress,



underscores a professional commitment to do no harm, even if it means overriding emotional
appeals. This decision reflects the broader ethical principle in medicine and veterinary practice
where the practitioner's judgment must sometimes supersede personal relationships for the greater
good. The scenario invites reflection on the balance between compassion and professional duty.

7. How does the story 'A Triumph of Surgery’ use humor to
convey its message? Provide examples.

Hint: Look for instances where the narrative tone seems to gently mock or highlight the absurdity of
the situations.

Solution: The story employs subtle humor to critique human follies, particularly through the
exaggerated pampering of Tricki and Mrs Pumphrey's dramatic reactions. Examples include the
extensive wardrobe and gourmet meals prepared for a dog, and the vet's enjoyment of the
‘convalescence' gifts meant for Tricki. This humor not only entertains but also underscores the
absurdity of human behaviors, making the critique more palatable and engaging for the reader. It
serves as a mirror to our own potential excesses, delivered with a light touch.

8. Imagine an alternative ending where Tricki does not recover.
How would this change the story's message?

Hint: Consider how the tone and thematic emphasis of the story would differ with a less favorable
outcome for Tricki.

Solution: An alternative ending with Tricki's failure to recover would starkly highlight the
consequences of neglect disguised as love. The message would shift from a hopeful critique to a
tragic warning, emphasizing the irreversible harm of overindulgence. Such an ending would likely
evoke a stronger emotional response, driving home the importance of responsible care. However, it
might also overshadow the story's subtle humor and irony, presenting a more somber reflection on
human behavior and its impacts.

9. Compare and contrast the environments at Mrs Pumphrey's
home and the veterinary surgery in terms of their influence on
Tricki's health.

Hint: Analyze the physical and emotional conditions in both settings and their effects on Tricki.

Solution: Mrs Pumphrey's home, with its luxury and excess, stifles Tricki's health, while the
veterinary surgery, with its simplicity and discipline, fosters his recovery. The contrast lies in the



approach to care: one prioritizes immediate gratification and emotional comfort, leading to
deterioration, while the other emphasizes long-term well-being through tough love and natural
means. This juxtaposition critiques societal tendencies to equate material provision with care,
advocating instead for a balanced, health-focused approach.

10. Reflect on the societal critique embedded in 'A Triumph of
Surgery'. How does the story comment on class and wealth?

Hint: Consider the disparities between Mrs Pumphrey's lifestyle and the vet's methods. What does
this say about the relationship between wealth and genuine care?

Solution: The story offers a nuanced critique of wealth and class, illustrating how affluence can
lead to misguided priorities, as seen in Mrs Pumphrey's indulgence of Tricki. The vet's simple,
effective solutions stand in contrast to the unnecessary extravagance of Tricki's previous life,
suggesting that true care does not depend on material wealth. This commentary extends to a
broader societal level, questioning the values and allocations of resources in affluent societies, and
advocating for a more substantive understanding of care and well-being.
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