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CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

1. Poem's central theme: Nature's resilience.

The poem highlights nature's ability to reclaim its space, symbolizing resilience and the unstoppable force of
life.

2. Symbolism of trees moving out.

Trees symbolize imprisoned beings breaking free, reflecting human desire for freedom and connection with
nature.

3. Imagery of an empty forest.

The poet uses vivid imagery to depict a lifeless forest, emphasizing the absence of nature's vibrancy.

4. Metaphor: Sun's ‘feet' in shadow.

This metaphor suggests the sun's rays unable to penetrate the forest floor, highlighting the forest's emptiness.

5. Trees' struggle to break free.

The poem describes trees' roots and leaves straining to escape, symbolizing nature's relentless push against
confinement.
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6. Comparison to newly discharged patients.

Branches are likened to patients, dazed but determined, moving towards freedom, emphasizing vulnerability
and strength.

7. Poet's silence on forest's departure.

The poet's omission in letters suggests human tendency to overlook significant, unsettling changes in nature.

8. Moon's transformation in the poem.

The moon changes from whole to broken, mirroring the disruption caused by trees' movement, symbolizing
change.

9. Sound imagery: Whispering leaves.

Whispers of leaves represent nature's voice, soon to be silent, underscoring the transient nature of moments.

10. Breaking glass signifies change.

The sound of breaking glass marks the trees' successful escape, symbolizing the breaking of barriers.
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11. Wind's role in the poem.

Winds rushing to meet the trees symbolize nature's forces uniting, highlighting harmony and support within
nature.

12. Moonlight on the tallest oak.

Moonlight fragments on the oak crown symbolize victory and renewal, marking nature's triumph.

13. Adrienne Rich's feminist perspective.

The poem reflects Rich's feminist views, using nature's struggle as a metaphor for women's fight for freedom.

14. Contrast with 'A Tiger in the Zoo'.

Both poems explore confinement but differ in focus: one on animals, the other on plants, both criticizing human
control over nature.

15. Recurrent tree metaphor in Rich's poetry.

Trees often symbolize humans in Rich's work, representing growth, struggle, and the quest for identity.
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16. Poem's environmental message.

The poem critiques human alienation from nature, urging a reconnection and respect for the natural world.

17. Use of personification.

Trees are personified to evoke empathy, making their struggle for freedom more relatable and poignant.

18. Theme of silence and omission.

The poet's silence on the forest's departure reflects societal neglect of environmental issues, urging awareness.

19. Dynamic imagery of movement.

The poem's vivid descriptions of movement convey nature's vitality and the inevitability of change.

20. Comparison to 'On Killing a Tree'.

Both poems address trees' resilience but differ in tone and message, with Rich's focusing on liberation and
Patel's on destruction.
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