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Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

1. Analyze the symbolism of trees in the poem 'The Trees' by
Adrienne Rich. How does the poet use trees to convey deeper
meanings about human life and nature?

Hint: Consider the trees' journey from confinement to freedom and what it might symbolize about
human desires and societal constraints.
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Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

2. Compare the portrayal of nature in 'The Trees' with that in 'A
Tiger in the Zoo'. How do both poems highlight the conflict
between man and nature?

Hint: Focus on the themes of freedom vs. confinement and how each poem uses its central symbol
to explore this conflict.
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Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

3. Explain the significance of the line 'the sun bury its feet in
shadow' in the poem. What imagery does it create, and what
does it suggest about the forest without trees?

Hint: Think about the role of trees in creating shade and how their absence affects the forest's
appearance and ecosystem.
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Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

4. Discuss the poet's use of personification in 'The Trees'. How
does it enhance the poem's message?

Hint: Identify all instances where trees are given human-like qualities and consider how this affects
your interpretation of their actions.

5. What does the change in the moon's description from the
beginning to the end of the third stanza signify?

Hint: Consider the moon's symbolism and how its transformation mirrors the poem's central event.
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Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

6. Why might the poet choose not to mention 'the departure of
the forest from the house' in her letters? What does this silence
suggest?

Hint: Reflect on why people might remain silent about significant, unexpected events and how this
relates to the poem's themes.

7. How does the poem 'The Trees' challenge the conventional
use of plants and trees for interior decoration?

Hint: Consider the implications of keeping trees indoors and how the poem's events argue against
this practice.
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Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

8. Examine the role of the wind in the poem's conclusion. How
does it contribute to the poem's overall mood and message?

Hint: Think about how the wind's action complements the trees' movement and what it signifies
about nature's solidarity.

9. Compare 'The Trees' with 'On Killing a Tree' by Gieve Patel.
How do both poems address the theme of nature's resilience?

Hint: Focus on the methods each poem uses to portray nature's endurance and the implications of
these portrayals.
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Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

10. What is the significance of the poem's title, 'The Trees'? How
does it encapsulate the poem's central theme?

Hint: Consider how the title directs the reader's interpretation and what it emphasizes about the
poem's subject.
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Answers
CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

Check your answers with the solutions below.

1. Analyze the symbolism of trees in the poem 'The Trees' by
Adrienne Rich. How does the poet use trees to convey deeper
meanings about human life and nature?

Solution: The poet uses trees as a metaphor for human beings, symbolizing their struggle for freedom
and growth. The movement of trees from inside the house to the forest represents humans' innate desire to
break free from societal constraints and return to their natural state. This symbolism is evident in lines like
'The trees inside are moving out into the forest,' suggesting a rebellion against confinement.

2. Compare the portrayal of nature in 'The Trees' with that in 'A
Tiger in the Zoo'. How do both poems highlight the conflict
between man and nature?

Solution: Both poems depict nature's struggle against human confinement. 'The Trees' shows trees
breaking free from a house, symbolizing nature's resilience, while 'A Tiger in the Zoo' portrays a caged tiger,
representing wild nature subdued by humans. Both use vivid imagery to evoke empathy for nature's plight,
highlighting the unnaturalness of its confinement.

3. Explain the significance of the line 'the sun bury its feet in
shadow' in the poem. What imagery does it create, and what
does it suggest about the forest without trees?

Solution: This line creates a vivid image of the sun's rays ('feet') being absorbed by shadows, suggesting
a barren, lifeless forest where sunlight cannot penetrate. It emphasizes the absence of trees, which would
normally create shade ('shadow'), highlighting the forest's emptiness and desolation.
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Answers
CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

Check your answers with the solutions below.

4. Discuss the poet's use of personification in 'The Trees'. How
does it enhance the poem's message?

Solution: The poet personifies trees by describing their actions ('moving out', 'strain toward the glass',
'stumbling forward'), making them seem like living beings striving for freedom. This enhances the poem's
message by drawing a parallel between the trees' struggle and human struggles, making the theme of
liberation more relatable and poignant.

5. What does the change in the moon's description from the
beginning to the end of the third stanza signify?

Solution: Initially, the moon is described as whole and shining, symbolizing hope and clarity. By the
stanza's end, it's 'broken like a mirror,' reflecting the disruption caused by the trees' movement. This change
signifies the transformative impact of nature's rebellion, breaking the stillness and order of the night.

6. Why might the poet choose not to mention 'the departure of
the forest from the house' in her letters? What does this silence
suggest?

Solution: The poet's silence may suggest that some experiences are too profound or unsettling to
articulate, or that societal norms discourage acknowledging such radical changes. It could also imply a
personal reluctance to confront the implications of nature's rebellion, reflecting a common human tendency
to avoid addressing uncomfortable truths.

7. How does the poem 'The Trees' challenge the conventional
use of plants and trees for interior decoration?

Solution: The poem challenges this practice by portraying trees as living beings that resist and escape
human confinement. Their movement from inside the house to the forest critiques the artificial
domestication of nature, suggesting that trees (and by extension, nature) have their own will and belong in
the wild, not as decorative objects.
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Answers
CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

Check your answers with the solutions below.

8. Examine the role of the wind in the poem's conclusion. How
does it contribute to the poem's overall mood and message?

Solution: The wind rushing to meet the trees at the poem's end symbolizes nature's forces uniting to
welcome the trees back, enhancing the mood of liberation and unity. It underscores the poem's message of
nature's interconnectedness and its collective resistance to human oppression.

9. Compare 'The Trees' with 'On Killing a Tree' by Gieve Patel.
How do both poems address the theme of nature's resilience?

Solution: Both poems highlight nature's resilience but from different angles. 'The Trees' shows nature
actively reclaiming its freedom, while 'On Killing a Tree' depicts the arduous process required to destroy a
tree, emphasizing its tenacity. Both use vivid imagery to celebrate nature's strength and criticize human
attempts to dominate it.

10. What is the significance of the poem's title, 'The Trees'? How
does it encapsulate the poem's central theme?

Solution: The title 'The Trees' focuses attention on the trees as active protagonists, rather than passive
elements of the landscape. It encapsulates the poem's theme of nature's agency and rebellion, signaling
that the trees are not merely background but central figures driving the narrative and its symbolic meaning.
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