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Challenge Questions A edzy

CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

1. Analyze the metaphor of trees moving out of the house in the
poem 'The Trees'. What does this movement symbolize in the
context of human-nature relationships?

Hint: Consider the imagery of trees as living entities breaking free from constraints.
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Challenge Questions A edzy

CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

2. Compare the depiction of trees in 'The Trees' with their
portrayal in 'A Tiger in the Zoo'. How do both poems address the
theme of confinement?

Hint: Focus on the actions and emotions of the confined entities in both poems.
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CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

3. Evaluate the significance of the line 'The moon is broken like a

mirror' in the poem. How does this imagery contribute to the
poem's overall message?

Hint: Think about the moon's traditional symbolism and how its breaking alters that.

4. Discuss the poet's use of personification in 'The Trees'. How
does it enhance the poem's emotional impact?

Hint: Consider how giving human traits to nature affects reader engagement.
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CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

5. Interpret the silence of the poet in her letters about the forest's
departure. What does this silence signify about human reactions
to environmental changes?

Hint: Reflect on why people might avoid discussing uncomfortable truths.

6. Examine the role of the wind in the poem's climax. How does
its action contribute to the theme of liberation?

Hint: Consider the wind as an active participant in the trees' journey.
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CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

7. Contrast the forest's emptiness at the beginning with its
fullness by morning. What does this transformation imply about
nature's cycles?

Hint: Think about how nature replenishes itself over time.

8. Analyze the poet's choice to describe the trees as 'newly
discharged patients'. How does this simile deepen the
understanding of their condition?

Hint: Consider the connotations of hospitalization and recovery.

5/9 Download Edzy App
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CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

9. Explore the poem's underlying critique of urbanization. How
does the poem challenge the reader to reconsider their
environment?

Hint: Think about the implications of displacing nature for human convenience.

10. Reflect on the poem's ending with the breaking glass and
stumbling trees. What emotions does this evoke, and what
message does it leave the reader with?

Hint: Consider the sensory and emotional impact of the poem's final images.

6/9 Download Edzy App
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CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

Check your answers with the solutions below.

1. Analyze the metaphor of trees moving out of the house in the
poem 'The Trees'. What does this movement symbolize in the
context of human-nature relationships?

Solution: The movement of trees from the house to the forest symbolizes the reclaiming of nature's space
from human confinement. It reflects the tension between natural growth and human domestication,
suggesting that nature cannot be permanently subdued. Examples include urban deforestation and the
resilience of nature. Counterpoints might argue human necessity for space, but the poem emphasizes
nature's inherent need to thrive.

2. Compare the depiction of trees in 'The Trees' with their
portrayal in ‘A Tiger in the Zoo'. How do both poems address the
theme of confinement?

Solution: Both poems use confinement to critique human interference in nature. "The Trees' shows trees
breaking free, symbolizing nature's resistance, while 'A Tiger in the Zoo' depicts the tiger's silent suffering,
highlighting the cruelty of captivity. The contrast lies in the active rebellion of trees versus the passive
endurance of the tiger, offering two perspectives on nature's response to human dominance.

3. Evaluate the significance of the line 'The moon is broken like a
mirror' in the poem. How does this imagery contribute to the
poem's overall message?

Solution: The broken moon imagery signifies disruption and change, mirroring the trees' liberation. It
suggests that the natural order is being restored, albeit with chaos. This contributes to the poem's message
of inevitable natural reclamation, showing that human attempts to control nature lead to fragmentation and
eventual transformation.
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CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

Check your answers with the solutions below.

4. Discuss the poet's use of personification in 'The Trees'. How
does it enhance the poem's emotional impact?

Solution: Personification, such as 'the sun bury its feet in shadow' and trees 'stumbling forward', animates
nature, making its struggle and liberation palpable. This technique draws empathy from the reader,
emphasizing nature's vitality and the poignancy of its confinement, thereby deepening the emotional
resonance of the poem's themes.

5. Interpret the silence of the poet in her letters about the forest's
departure. What does this silence signify about human reactions
to environmental changes?

Solution: The poet's silence may represent human denial or indifference to environmental degradation. It
suggests that people often overlook or avoid acknowledging significant ecological changes, perhaps due to
guilt or helplessness. This mirrors real-world tendencies to ignore climate crises until they become
unavoidable.

6. Examine the role of the wind in the poem's climax. How does
its action contribute to the theme of liberation?

Solution: The wind rushing to meet the trees symbolizes nature's forces uniting to facilitate liberation. It
acts as an ally to the trees, emphasizing the interconnectedness of natural elements in opposing human
constraints. This reinforces the theme of nature's collective power and resilience.

7. Contrast the forest's emptiness at the beginning with its
fullness by morning. What does this transformation imply about
nature's cycles?

Solution: The transformation from emptiness to fullness underscores nature's regenerative capacity. It
implies that nature operates on cycles of loss and renewal, independent of human presence. This contrasts
with human linear perceptions, highlighting nature's enduring, cyclical vitality.
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Answers A edzy

CHAPTER 15: THE TREES

Check your answers with the solutions below.

8. Analyze the poet's choice to describe the trees as 'newly
discharged patients'. How does this simile deepen the
understanding of their condition?

Solution: The simile likens the trees to patients recovering from illness, suggesting they've been
weakened by confinement but are now regaining strength. It humanizes the trees, evoking empathy and
highlighting the detrimental effects of human interference on natural health and vitality.

9. Explore the poem's underlying critique of urbanization. How
does the poem challenge the reader to reconsider their
environment?

Solution: The poem critiques urbanization by portraying trees as prisoners in human spaces, yearning for
their natural habitat. It challenges readers to reflect on the cost of urban expansion on natural ecosystems
and to consider more harmonious ways of coexisting with nature, prioritizing preservation over domination.

10. Reflect on the poem's ending with the breaking glass and
stumbling trees. What emotions does this evoke, and what
message does it leave the reader with?

Solution: The breaking glass and stumbling trees evoke a mix of chaos and hope, signaling the violent yet
necessary process of liberation. It leaves the reader with a sense of nature's unstoppable force and the
inevitability of its reclamation, urging a reevaluation of human-nature dynamics.
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