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Mijbil the Otter

CBSE NOTES
Mijbil the Otter - Challenge Worksheet
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Challenge Questions

1. Analyze the transformation in Maxwell's life after adopting
Mijbil. How does this reflect on the human-animal bond?
Hint: Consider Maxwell's initial state of mind and how Mijbil's presence changed his daily life and
emotions.

Solution: Maxwell's life transformed from loneliness to joy and companionship with Mijbil,
showcasing the deep emotional bond that can exist between humans and animals. This bond is
exemplified through Maxwell's detailed observations and the care he provides, highlighting the
mutual affection and understanding that developed.

2. Evaluate the challenges Maxwell faced in transporting Mijbil to
London. What does this reveal about the responsibilities of pet
ownership?
Hint: Think about the logistical and emotional challenges Maxwell encountered and how they relate
to broader pet care responsibilities.

Solution: The challenges included airline restrictions, Mijbil's distress in the box, and the chaotic
journey, underscoring the extensive responsibilities and unforeseen difficulties in pet ownership,
especially with exotic animals. It emphasizes the need for thorough preparation and empathy
towards the animal's needs.

3. Discuss the significance of Mijbil's behavior in the airplane.
How does it contribute to the narrative's humor and tension?
Hint: Reflect on the reactions of the passengers and Maxwell's efforts to control the situation.

Solution: Mijbil's chaotic behavior, including escaping the box and causing a commotion, adds
humor through the passengers' reactions and tension as Maxwell tries to manage the situation. This
incident highlights the unpredictability of animals and the challenges of integrating them into human
environments.



4. Compare and contrast Mijbil's initial aloofness with his later
affectionate behavior. What does this progression signify?
Hint: Consider the stages of Mijbil's adjustment and the factors that contributed to his changing
behavior.

Solution: Initially, Mijbil was indifferent, but over time, he became affectionate, demonstrating the
development of trust and bonding between him and Maxwell. This progression signifies the
potential for deep connections between humans and animals, given time and care.

5. Assess the role of the airhostess in the story. How does her
character enhance the narrative?
Hint: Think about the airhostess's actions and their impact on Maxwell and the situation.

Solution: The airhostess's understanding and assistance during Mijbil's escape highlight human
kindness and adaptability in unexpected situations. Her character adds a layer of support and relief
to the narrative, showcasing positive human responses to challenges.

6. Explore the theme of misunderstanding in the chapter, focusing
on the Londoners' guesses about Mijbil's identity.
Hint: Consider the variety of guesses and what they reveal about public perception of exotic
animals.

Solution: The Londoners' incorrect guesses about Mijbil's species reflect a lack of knowledge
about otters and exotic pets, highlighting societal unfamiliarity with such animals. This theme
underscores the importance of education and awareness in fostering understanding and
acceptance of wildlife.

7. Critically examine Maxwell's decision to keep an otter as a pet.
What ethical considerations does this raise?
Hint: Reflect on the natural needs of otters and how they align or conflict with domestic life.

Solution: Maxwell's decision raises questions about the ethics of keeping wild animals as pets,
including issues of habitat, natural behavior suppression, and the animal's well-being. While



Maxwell provided care, the situation prompts reflection on the suitability of wild animals in domestic
settings.

8. Analyze the literary techniques used by Maxwell to describe
Mijbil's antics. How do they enhance the reader's engagement?
Hint: Look for examples of descriptive language and humor in the text.

Solution: Maxwell uses vivid imagery, humor, and personification to describe Mijbil's actions,
making the otter's antics relatable and entertaining. These techniques draw the reader into
Maxwell's experiences, fostering a deeper connection with the narrative.

9. Discuss the impact of Mijbil's playfulness on Maxwell's daily
life. How does this aspect of their relationship develop over time?
Hint: Consider specific instances of Mijbil's play and Maxwell's reactions.

Solution: Mijbil's playfulness brought joy and unpredictability to Maxwell's life, enriching his daily
routine with laughter and challenges. Over time, this playfulness strengthened their bond, as
Maxwell learned to appreciate and adapt to Mijbil's needs and behaviors.

10. Reflect on the chapter's ending. How does it encapsulate the
essence of Maxwell and Mijbil's relationship?
Hint: Think about the final scenes and what they convey about their relationship's depth.

Solution: The ending, with Mijbil's continued antics and Maxwell's affectionate observations,
encapsulates the enduring bond and mutual affection between them. It highlights the joy and
fulfillment found in their unique relationship, leaving a lasting impression of their connection.
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