Class X - English

A Tiger in the Zoo

CBSE NOTES

A Tiger in the Zoo - Challenge Worksheet
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Challenge Questions

1. Compare and contrast the life of the tiger in the zoo with its life
in the wild, as depicted in the poem. What does this contrast
reveal about the poet's message?

Hint: Consider the emotional and physical states of the tiger in both settings and what they
symbolize.

Solution: The poem juxtaposes the tiger's confined existence in the zoo with its natural, free life in
the wild to highlight themes of freedom vs. captivity and nature vs. human intervention. The tiger's
vibrant energy and natural behaviors are stifled in the zoo, suggesting a critique of zoos and human
encroachment on wildlife. Examples include the tiger's 'quiet rage' in the cage versus its potential to
'terrorise the village' in the wild. Counterpoints might argue zoos protect endangered species, but
the poem emphasizes the cost to the animal's spirit.

2. Analyze the use of imagery in 'A Tiger in the Zoo' to convey the
tiger's emotions and the poet's perspective on captivity.

Hint: Focus on how sensory details and contrasts between natural and man-made environments
contribute to the poem's emotional impact.

Solution: The poet uses vivid imagery to evoke sympathy for the tiger and critique captivity.
Descriptions like 'pads of velvet quiet' and 'brilliant eyes' contrast with the 'concrete cell' and 'bars,’
highlighting the tiger's diminished existence. The imagery serves to immerse the reader in the
tiger's perspective, fostering empathy and questioning the ethics of zoos.

3. Discuss the significance of the tiger staring at the 'brilliant
stars' at the end of the poem. What does this moment symbolize?

Hint: Think about the stars as a metaphor for freedom and the tiger's innate desires.

Solution: This moment symbolizes the tiger's longing for freedom and connection to its natural
habitat. The stars represent the vast, untamed world beyond the cage, underscoring the tiger's
isolation and unfulfilled instincts. It's a poignant reminder of what the tiger has lost, serving as a
critique of captivity's psychological toll.



4. Evaluate the poet's use of repetition in phrases like 'quiet rage'
and 'brilliant eyes.' How does this stylistic choice enhance the
poem's themes?

Hint: Consider how repetition focuses attention on specific qualities of the tiger and its environment.

Solution: Repetition emphasizes key emotions and contrasts, deepening the reader's engagement
with the tiger's plight. 'Quiet rage' underscores the suppressed fury of captivity, while 'brilliant eyes'
highlights the tiger's undiminished spirit despite confinement. This technique reinforces the poem's
critique of zoos by drawing attention to the tiger's enduring wildness.

5. Imagine you are the tiger in the zoo. Write a monologue
expressing your thoughts and feelings about your captivity and
memories of the wild.

Hint: Draw on the poem's imagery and emotions to inform the tiger's voice and memories.

Solution: This creative task encourages empathy and deeper understanding of the poem's themes.
A strong response would articulate the tiger's frustration, longing, and perhaps resignation, weaving
in details from the poem to reflect on the contrast between past freedom and present confinement.
It might also express a critique of human actions from the tiger's perspective.

6. Debate the necessity of zoos for conservation versus the
ethical implications of keeping wild animals in captivity, using
examples from the poem.

Hint: Consider both the poem's perspective and real-world conservation efforts in your analysis.

Solution: The poem presents a strong argument against captivity by highlighting the tiger's
unnatural and diminished life in the zoo. However, counterarguments could cite modern zoos' roles
in education and species survival. A balanced response would acknowledge these benefits while
critiquing the conditions and psychological impact on animals, as illustrated by the poem's portrayal
of the tiger's suffering.

7. How does the poem 'A Tiger in the Zoo' challenge readers to
reconsider their views on human interaction with nature?



Hint: Reflect on the emotional response the poem elicits and how it might influence attitudes toward
conservation and animal rights.

Solution: The poem challenges readers by evoking empathy for the tiger and prompting reflection
on the ethics of human dominance over nature. Through vivid contrasts and emotional imagery, it
questions the morality of captivity and invites consideration of more respectful and sustainable
ways to coexist with wildlife.

8. Analyze the role of silence and sound in the poem. How do they
contribute to the atmosphere and themes?

Hint: Pay attention to how the poet uses auditory imagery to evoke different environments and
emotional states.

Solution: Silence and sound are used strategically to contrast the tiger's life in the zoo with its
potential life in the wild. The 'quiet rage' and ignored visitors highlight the tiger's suppressed vitality,
while imagined sounds of the wild (snarling, terrorizing) emphasize what's lost in captivity. This
contrast deepens the poem's critique of zoos by underscoring the unnatural silence of confinement
versus the vibrant sounds of freedom.

9. Discuss the metaphor of the ‘concrete cell’' in the poem. What
does it represent, and how does it contribute to the overall
message?

Hint: Consider the implications of ‘concrete’ as a man-made, unyielding material versus the tiger's
natural needs.

Solution: The 'concrete cell' symbolizes the artificial, restrictive environment of zoos, starkly
opposed to the tiger's natural habitat. It represents human attempts to control and commodify
nature, leading to the tiger's physical and psychological confinement. This metaphor reinforces the
poem's themes of lost freedom and the clash between wildness and civilization.

10. Reflect on the title 'A Tiger in the Zoo.' How does it set the
tone for the poem, and what expectations does it create for the
reader?

Hint: Think about how the title frames the poem's subject and the reader's initial expectations
versus the poem's actual themes.




Solution: The title immediately establishes the central conflict between the tiger's identity as a wild
animal and its reality as a zoo exhibit. It sets a tone of contrast and anticipation, preparing the
reader for a exploration of captivity's impact on the tiger. The simplicity of the title belies the depth
of critique and emotion within the poem, inviting readers to delve into the complexities of human-
animal relationships.
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