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Key Points
CHAPTER 2: TRY AGAIN

1. A king in despair

King Bruce of Scotland begins in a lonely mood because repeated efforts toward a great deed have failed.

2. Public power, private pain

Although Bruce is a monarch who wears a crown, his heart is sinking, showing that status does not

remove emotional struggle.

3. A goal for his people

Bruce wants to achieve something great that will make his people glad, so his failure feels serious and

personal.

4. Repeated effort before defeat

The words "tried and tried" show that Bruce has already worked hard before reaching the point of

discouragement.

5. The opening mood

Words such as lonely, sad, grieved, and low despair create a gloomy mood at the start.
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Key Points
CHAPTER 2: TRY AGAIN

6. Physical sign of sadness

Bruce flings himself down, allowing readers to see his inner despair through his posture.

7. The thought of quitting

When Bruce says he will give it all up, he is ready to abandon his larger effort.

8. The spider's arrival

A spider drops on a silken, filmy thread exactly when Bruce is considering surrender.

9. A difficult destination

The spider's cobweb home is high near the ceiling dome, while its thread is fine and delicate.

10. Strong endeavour

The spider begins by clinging and crawling upward with determined effort.

11. The first setbacks

It slips back near the ground, rises again, and falls still lower, showing that progress is not smooth.
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Key Points
CHAPTER 2: TRY AGAIN

12. Strain and recovery

The spider becomes dizzy and faint, then steadies its head before making another attempt.

13. Gradual progress

On a later attempt, the spider travels a half-yard higher, proving that renewed effort can produce partial

gains.

14. Nine brave attempts

The poem counts nine climbs and falls, making the spider's persistence concrete and memorable.

15. Bruce expects surrender

Because he is discouraged by his own failures, Bruce assumes the spider will stop trying.

16. The final attempt

The spider goes up once more even after Bruce predicts that it will quit.
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Key Points
CHAPTER 2: TRY AGAIN

17. Suspense near the goal

When the spider is only a foot from its web, Bruce and the reader still do not know whether it will win or

lose.

18. Steady movement

The phrase "steadily, steadily, inch by inch" highlights careful progress through small steps.

19. A bold finish

A final bold run carries the spider into its cobweb home.

20. Bruce's praise

His cry of "Bravo" expresses admiration and marks the end of his hopeless mood.

21. Honour in trying

Bruce declares that those who keep trying deserve respect.

22. A lesson applied

He connects the spider's struggle with his own and asks why he should not also conquer despair.
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Key Points
CHAPTER 2: TRY AGAIN

23. Mind before action

Bruce braces his mind, showing that renewed effort begins with mental preparation.

24. A changed ending

He tries once more and this time does not fail, completing the movement from despair to success.

25. Central idea

The poem teaches that failure need not be final when a person recovers and continues purposeful effort.

26. Metaphorical link

The spider's climb mirrors Bruce's struggle because both involve repeated setbacks, persistence, and a

goal.

27. Sound and emphasis

Repetition in "tried and tried," "up, up," and "steadily, steadily" reinforces effort and movement.
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Key Points
CHAPTER 2: TRY AGAIN

28. Poetic form

The lesson identifies an ABAB rhyme scheme, uses contractions such as 'twas and 'tis for rhythm, and

treats "Bravo" as an interjection.
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