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Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

1. Discuss the political fragmentation in North India post-
Harṣhavardhana's reign. How did this affect cultural exchange
and the rise of regional identities?

Hint: Consider the reasons for political fragmentation and how cultural exchanges countered this.
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Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

2. Evaluate the significance of Harṣhavardhana's rule in terms of
religious patronage and cultural flourishing. How did this impact
later dynasties?

Hint: Make connections between Harṣhavaardhana's actions and the subsequent cultural trends in
literature and architecture.

2/11 Download Edzy App



Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

3. Compare and contrast the dominant ideologies of the Gurjara-
Pratīhāras and the Pālas. How did these ideologies reflect in
their governance and territorial ambitions?

Hint: Identify shared goals and unique differences along the lines of culture and ideology.
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Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

4. Analyze the impact of the Hūṇas and Arab invasions on the
Indian subcontinent’s social and political fabric. In what ways
did Indian kingdoms respond?

Hint: Contrast the invasions based on their motivations and methods.
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Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

5. Reflect on the tripartite struggle for Kannauj. How did this
conflict shape the political landscape of Northern India and
influence subsequent power dynamics?

Hint: Consider how this rivalry led to fragmentation or consolidation among the kingdoms.
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Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

6. Interpret the role of local language and literature in the identity
formation of kingdoms during this period. How did it differ
across regions?

Hint: Relate rise in vernacular literature to local governance and community identity.

7. Discuss the economic changes in India during the 6th to 10th
centuries. How did trade influence social structures?

Hint: Investigate trade routes and their importance in connecting cultures and economies.
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Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

8. Explore the architectural achievements of the Pallavas and
Cholas. In what ways did their architecture support their political
(or religious) agendas?

Hint: Consider architectural styles and their symbolic meanings in governance and societal
representation.

9. Assess the impact of Xuanzang’s travel accounts on historical
understanding of this period. What limitations does his
perspective present?

Hint: Identify how travel narratives can serve as both primary sources and potential biases.
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Mastery Questions
CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

10. Investigate the relationship between regional kings and the
common people during the 6th to 10th centuries. How did rulers
maintain control and ensure loyalty?

Hint: Explore loyalty beneath the surface; consider common interests between rulers and subjects.
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Answers
CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Check your answers with the solutions below.

1. Discuss the political fragmentation in North India post-
Harṣhavardhana's reign. How did this affect cultural exchange
and the rise of regional identities?

Solution: Analyze the emergence of local powers like the Pālas and the Rāṣhṭrakūṭas. Discuss cultural
developments such as literature and architecture during this time, utilizing examples from Xuanzang’s
accounts and major literary works.

2. Evaluate the significance of Harṣhavardhana's rule in terms of
religious patronage and cultural flourishing. How did this impact
later dynasties?

Solution: Discuss his patronage of Buddhism and the arts, and analyze the implications for future rulers
like the Pālas who drew inspiration from his governance and cultural policies.

3. Compare and contrast the dominant ideologies of the Gurjara-
Pratīhāras and the Pālas. How did these ideologies reflect in
their governance and territorial ambitions?

Solution: Create a comparison chart that includes their religious affiliations, governance models, and
military strategies, using specific rulers and events.

4. Analyze the impact of the Hūṇas and Arab invasions on the
Indian subcontinent’s social and political fabric. In what ways
did Indian kingdoms respond?

Solution: Detail the socio-political changes post-invasion, including shifts in power, cultural assimilation,
and military strategies of resistance.
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Answers
CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Check your answers with the solutions below.

5. Reflect on the tripartite struggle for Kannauj. How did this
conflict shape the political landscape of Northern India and
influence subsequent power dynamics?

Solution: Discuss the outcomes of the struggles among the Pālas, Gurjara-Pratīhāras, and Rāṣhṭrakūṭas
in their quest for control over Kannauj and its implications.

6. Interpret the role of local language and literature in the identity
formation of kingdoms during this period. How did it differ
across regions?

Solution: Examine regional literature, such as works by Bāṇa and contributions from the Chola dynasty.
Discuss how local dialects fostered unique identities.

7. Discuss the economic changes in India during the 6th to 10th
centuries. How did trade influence social structures?

Solution: Analyze the effects of maritime trade on the Pāla Empire’s economy and its impact on societal
hierarchies and class divisions.

8. Explore the architectural achievements of the Pallavas and
Cholas. In what ways did their architecture support their political
(or religious) agendas?

Solution: Detail notable structures (like the Shore Temple) and how they symbolize the authority and
religious intentions of these kingdoms.
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Answers
CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Check your answers with the solutions below.

9. Assess the impact of Xuanzang’s travel accounts on historical
understanding of this period. What limitations does his
perspective present?

Solution: Discuss Xuanzang’s observations, highlighting his contributions to literature and history while
critiquing his biases and limitations inherent in a singular perspective.

10. Investigate the relationship between regional kings and the
common people during the 6th to 10th centuries. How did rulers
maintain control and ensure loyalty?

Solution: Discuss social contracts, economic dependencies, and cultural ties that bind the common
populace to their rulers, including references to monumental architecture and religious support.
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