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Challenge
Questions CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

1. Analyze the impact of Harṣhavardhana’s rule on the cultural
renaissance in northern India. In what ways did his policies
foster a diverse cultural environment?

Hint: Reflect on how patronage of arts and interaction with different religious groups could lead to
both enrichment and conflict.
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Challenge
Questions CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

2. Compare and contrast the governance strategies of the Pālas
and the Gurjara-Pratīhāras during the Tripartite Struggle. What
were the strengths and weaknesses of each approach?

Hint: How did geography influence their governance and military tactics?
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Challenge
Questions CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

3. Evaluate the role of foreign invasions, particularly those of the
Hūṇas and Arabs, in shaping the political landscape of India.
What were the long-term effects of these invasions?

Hint: Consider how foreign influences altered local governance and cultural practices.
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Challenge
Questions CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

4. If you were a merchant during the Pāla Empire, how would the
maritime trade routes have affected your business and social
interactions? Discuss both advantages and potential risks.

Hint: Think about interactions with foreign traders and the economic implications of these
exchanges.
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Challenge
Questions CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

5. Debate the effectiveness of the assembly held by
Harṣhavardhana at Prayāga. How did public displays of wealth
serve political purposes, and what were the social implications?

Hint: How might this assembly affect perceptions of rulers among different social classes?
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Challenge
Questions CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

6. Investigate the contributions of Xuanzang’s travelogue to our
understanding of 7th century Indian society. How does this
account challenge or support existing historical narratives?

Hint: What biases or limitations might Xuanzang’s perspective have introduced into his account?
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Challenge
Questions CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

7. Consider the significance of temple architecture in the Pallava
dynasty as a reflection of their power and religious beliefs. What
deeper meanings can be derived from this architectural legacy?

Hint: How did temple architecture serve as a tool for rulers to express power and devotion?
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Challenge
Questions CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

8. Assuming the role of a historian in ancient India, how would
you document the contrasting religious philosophies promoted
by the Pālas and the Rāṣhṭrakūṭas? What evidence would you
prioritize?

Hint: What role do personal beliefs play in the interpretation of historical events?
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Challenge
Questions CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

9. Explore how the literary works from this period, such as those
by Bāṇabhaṭṭa, reflect the societal norms and values of the time.
What do they reveal about gender, class, and morality?

Hint: How do the characters within these stories reflect or challenge the societal norms of the time?
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Challenge
Questions CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

10. Discuss the factors leading to the eventual decline of the
Gurjara-Pratīhāra dynasty. How did internal dissent and external
pressures interact to precipitate this decline?

Hint: Consider the role of neighboring powers and the impact of dynastic succession issues.
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Answers
CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Check your answers with the solutions below.

1. Analyze the impact of Harṣhavardhana’s rule on the cultural
renaissance in northern India. In what ways did his policies
foster a diverse cultural environment?

Solution: Consider the contributions of Harṣha in literature, religion, and governance. Discuss both
positive outcomes and potential challenges of such a cultural blend.

2. Compare and contrast the governance strategies of the Pālas
and the Gurjara-Pratīhāras during the Tripartite Struggle. What
were the strengths and weaknesses of each approach?

Solution: Focus on administrative systems, alliances, and military strategies. Provide examples of specific
events that showcase their strategies in action.

3. Evaluate the role of foreign invasions, particularly those of the
Hūṇas and Arabs, in shaping the political landscape of India.
What were the long-term effects of these invasions?

Solution: Discuss both immediate reactions and long-term adaptations in society, politics, and culture.
Include differing perspectives from various Indian kingdoms.

4. If you were a merchant during the Pāla Empire, how would the
maritime trade routes have affected your business and social
interactions? Discuss both advantages and potential risks.

Solution: Highlight trade benefits, cultural exchanges, and challenges like piracy or political instability.
Show how these factors impacted daily life.
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Answers
CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Check your answers with the solutions below.

5. Debate the effectiveness of the assembly held by
Harṣhavardhana at Prayāga. How did public displays of wealth
serve political purposes, and what were the social implications?

Solution: Analyze the concept of 'dāna' (charity) and its political significance. Discuss potential differing
viewpoints on wealth distribution.

6. Investigate the contributions of Xuanzang’s travelogue to our
understanding of 7th century Indian society. How does this
account challenge or support existing historical narratives?

Solution: Consider Xuanzang’s observations regarding religion, governance, and culture. Provide
counterarguments from different historians.

7. Consider the significance of temple architecture in the Pallava
dynasty as a reflection of their power and religious beliefs. What
deeper meanings can be derived from this architectural legacy?

Solution: Explore both aesthetic and sociopolitical implications of temple construction. Compare with
another dynasty’s architectural styles.

8. Assuming the role of a historian in ancient India, how would
you document the contrasting religious philosophies promoted
by the Pālas and the Rāṣhṭrakūṭas? What evidence would you
prioritize?

Solution: Identify key scriptures, monuments, and cultural practices. Discuss how these reflect broader
societal values and conflicts.
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Answers
CHAPTER 3: EMPIRES AND KINGDOMS: 6TH TO 10TH

CENTURIES

Check your answers with the solutions below.

9. Explore how the literary works from this period, such as those
by Bāṇabhaṭṭa, reflect the societal norms and values of the time.
What do they reveal about gender, class, and morality?

Solution: Analyze specific texts, discussing their themes and character portrayals. Address how literature
both mirrors and influences society.

10. Discuss the factors leading to the eventual decline of the
Gurjara-Pratīhāra dynasty. How did internal dissent and external
pressures interact to precipitate this decline?

Solution: Examine political, military, and economic aspects, providing a comprehensive view of the
decline process.

13/13 Download Edzy App



Study smart, not hard - with Edzy!
For Students

Practice past papers to get exam-ready
Study with a timer to stay focused
Revise regularly to build long-term memory

For Teachers
Use Edzy to share quizzes instantly with students
Save time with ready-made teaching aids
Simplify test prep with structured resources

Before You Sleep:
Quickly review important notes - it helps memory consolidation.

Download Edzy App
Discover why we're called India's largest learning platform.

Personal AI Tutor for CBSE Classes 6-12 & NCERT Help
edzy is a personal AI tutor for CBSE and State Board students, with curriculum-aligned guidance,

practice, revision, and study plans that adapt to each learner.

https://apps.apple.com/in/app/edzy/id6760214973
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.edzy.ai&hl=en_IN
https://www.edzy.ai/
https://www.edzy.ai/

