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Challenge Questions
CHAPTER 6: THE BEGINNINGS OF INDIAN CIVILISATION

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

1. Analyze the significance of urban planning in the Harappan
civilization compared to other ancient civilizations such as
Mesopotamia and Egypt.

Hint: Consider what urban planning reveals about a civilization's values and priorities.

2. Evaluate the impact of agricultural practices on the
development of the Harappan civilization's economy and society.

Hint: Think about how agricultural surplus can influence societal dynamics.
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Challenge Questions
CHAPTER 6: THE BEGINNINGS OF INDIAN CIVILISATION

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

3. Discuss the role of trade in the Harappan civilization and its
influence on cultural exchanges with neighboring regions.

Hint: Reflect on how trade can act as a bridge between different cultures.

4. Critically assess the technological innovations of the
Harappan civilization, such as water management, and their
societal implications.

Hint: Consider how innovation can lead to societal advancement and sustainability.
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Challenge Questions
CHAPTER 6: THE BEGINNINGS OF INDIAN CIVILISATION

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

5. Evaluate the importance of writing systems in the Harappan
civilization and how their absence might have affected historical
narratives.

Hint: Think about how communication shapes historical legacies.

6. Explore the social structure of the Harappan civilization and
contrast it with contemporary societies.

Hint: Evaluate what these structures suggest about equity and cohesion within society.
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Challenge Questions
CHAPTER 6: THE BEGINNINGS OF INDIAN CIVILISATION

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

7. Assess the decline of the Harappan civilization and its
potential causes, including climatic and environmental factors.

Hint: Reflect on how environmental changes can reshape civilizations.

8. Evaluate artistic and cultural expressions found in Harappan
sites and their significance in understanding their worldview.

Hint: Consider how art serves as a mirror to society's values and concerns.
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Challenge Questions
CHAPTER 6: THE BEGINNINGS OF INDIAN CIVILISATION

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

9. Analyze the role of government and administration in the
Harappan civilization in the context of state formation.

Hint: Think about the expectations of governance in any civilized society.

10. Debate the significance of the Sarasvatī River on the rise and
fall of the Harappan civilization.

Hint: Evaluate how natural resources shape civilization longevity and decline.
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Answers
CHAPTER 6: THE BEGINNINGS OF INDIAN CIVILISATION

Check your answers with the solutions below.

1. Analyze the significance of urban planning in the Harappan
civilization compared to other ancient civilizations such as
Mesopotamia and Egypt.

Solution: Discuss urban planning principles, comparing layouts, infrastructure, and impacts on society.
Include examples like city layouts of Harappa and Mohenjo-daro against those of Mesopotamia.

2. Evaluate the impact of agricultural practices on the
development of the Harappan civilization's economy and society.

Solution: Explore how agriculture shaped trade, societal structures, and urbanization with evidence from
crop diversity and trade routes.

3. Discuss the role of trade in the Harappan civilization and its
influence on cultural exchanges with neighboring regions.

Solution: Illustrate the importance of trade goods and routes, and how it led to cultural interactions, using
examples like maritime trade.

4. Critically assess the technological innovations of the
Harappan civilization, such as water management, and their
societal implications.

Solution: Examine the significance of technology in urban life and agriculture, supported by examples from
archaeological findings.
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Answers
CHAPTER 6: THE BEGINNINGS OF INDIAN CIVILISATION

Check your answers with the solutions below.

5. Evaluate the importance of writing systems in the Harappan
civilization and how their absence might have affected historical
narratives.

Solution: Discuss potential benefits and drawbacks of the Harappan script's undeciphered status on our
understanding of its society.

6. Explore the social structure of the Harappan civilization and
contrast it with contemporary societies.

Solution: Analyze the roles of different classes, focusing on elite vs. commoner lifestyles, supported by
archaeological evidence.

7. Assess the decline of the Harappan civilization and its
potential causes, including climatic and environmental factors.

Solution: Provide a critical analysis of various theories regarding the decline, supported by environmental
data and archaeological evidence.

8. Evaluate artistic and cultural expressions found in Harappan
sites and their significance in understanding their worldview.

Solution: Discuss different forms of art and architecture, linking them to societal beliefs and cultural
practices.

9. Analyze the role of government and administration in the
Harappan civilization in the context of state formation.

Solution: Examine how governance structures contributed to social order, health, and urban management,
using specific examples.
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Answers
CHAPTER 6: THE BEGINNINGS OF INDIAN CIVILISATION

Check your answers with the solutions below.

10. Debate the significance of the Sarasvatī River on the rise and
fall of the Harappan civilization.

Solution: Discuss how the river influenced agriculture, trade, and settlement patterns, reflecting on its
ecological and sociopolitical role.
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