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Key Points
CHAPTER 12: GRASSROOTS DEMOCRACY — PART 3: LOCAL

GOVERNMENT 173 IN URBAN AREAS

1. What are Urban Local Bodies?
Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) manage urban governance, ensuring community participation.

2. Functions of ULBs
ULBs carry out infrastructure maintenance, waste management, and social development.

3. Decentralization in Urban Governance
Decentralization empowers local communities to make decisions for their areas.

4. Structure of ULBs
Cities divide into wards, each with committees focusing on local issues and needs.

5. Role of Ward Committees
Ward committees execute local initiatives like health camps and report civic issues.

6. Participatory Democracy
Citizens actively participate in governance, influencing decisions affecting their locality.
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7. Powers of ULBs
ULBs can levy taxes, manage resources, and are responsible for city planning.

8. Importance of Local Representation
Elected members represent citizens' interests, ensuring community issues are addressed.

9. Municipal Corporation Setup
Cities over 1 million have a Municipal Corporation; smaller cities have Municipal Councils.

10. Fund Sources for ULBs
ULBs fund through local taxes, government grants, and service user fees.

11. Example: Chennai Corporation
Oldest in India, it began in 1688, evolving local governance through historical charter.

12. Urban Services Offered
Services include waste management, water supply, and infrastructure maintenance.
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13. Cleaning Initiatives
Citizen participation is crucial for initiatives like Swachh Survekshan; collective effort counts.

14. Community Involvement
Active citizen engagement enhances ULB effectiveness in addressing local issues.

15. Rights and Responsibilities
Citizens have the right to demand services and the responsibility to support local governance.

16. Urban Governance Challenges
Urban areas face complex issues like population density and diverse community needs.

17. Similarities with Panchayati Raj
Both systems encourage local participation but differ in governance structure and scope.

18. Historical Context of ULBs
The evolution of ULBs reflects India’s decentralization and democratic values in governance.
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19. Key Achievements of ULBs
Successful projects in cities like Indore promote cleanliness and enhance urban living standards.

20. Youth Participation in Governance
Involve students in community issues to develop responsibility and democratic values.

21. Gathering Local Expectations
Engage families to understand community needs from ULBs, fostering better governance.
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