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Mastery Questions A edzy

CHAPTER 12: GRASSROOTS DEMOCRACY — PART 3: LOCAL
GOVERNMENT 173 IN URBAN AREAS

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

1. What are urban local bodies and what specific functions do
they serve in managing urban environments? lllustrate your
answer with examples from two different cities.

Hint: Consider breaking down the answer into their roles and comparing them.

2. Discuss the importance of urban local bodies in a democratic
setup. How do they empower citizens and enhance participatory
governance?

Hint: Think about the relationship between citizens and their local government.

1 I1 1 Download Edzy App



Mastery Questions A edzy

CHAPTER 12: GRASSROOTS DEMOCRACY — PART 3: LOCAL
GOVERNMENT 173 IN URBAN AREAS

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

3. Analyze how the decentralization of power in urban local
governance contrasts with centralized governance structures.
Provide examples to illustrate your points.

Hint: Create a comparison table to visualize the differences.
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Mastery Questions A edzy

CHAPTER 12: GRASSROOTS DEMOCRACY — PART 3: LOCAL
GOVERNMENT 173 IN URBAN AREAS

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

4. Evaluate the roles and responsibilities of citizens in ensuring
effective functioning of urban local bodies in their communities.
Give examples of citizen actions that can lead to better
governance.

Hint: List citizen actions and link them to urban body responsibilities.
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CHAPTER 12: GRASSROOTS DEMOCRACY — PART 3: LOCAL
GOVERNMENT 173 IN URBAN AREAS

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

5. Compare the functions of urban local bodies with that of the
Panchayati Raj system in rural areas. What similarities and
differences can you identify?

Hint: Draw a Venn diagram to showcase the overlaps and distinctions.

6. Examine the impact of population size on the structure of
urban local bodies. How does this affect governance?

Hint: Consider how population density affects service needs.
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CHAPTER 12: GRASSROOTS DEMOCRACY — PART 3: LOCAL
GOVERNMENT 173 IN URBAN AREAS

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

7. What are the challenges faced by urban local bodies in
effectively managing their responsibilities? Suggest possible
solutions.

Hint: Identify specific case studies or examples that reflect these challenges.

8. Discuss how local governance in urban areas contributes to
the overall development of a city. Provide examples of
community initiatives that have led to positive change.

Hint: Explore the relationship between local projects and community well-being.
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CHAPTER 12: GRASSROOTS DEMOCRACY — PART 3: LOCAL
GOVERNMENT 173 IN URBAN AREAS

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

9. Explore how urban local bodies can utilize technology to
enhance citizen engagement and improve service delivery.
Provide examples of successful technological integrations.

Hint: Consider recent technological trends in civic engagement.
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CHAPTER 12: GRASSROOTS DEMOCRACY — PART 3: LOCAL
GOVERNMENT 173 IN URBAN AREAS

Solve the following questions. Write your answers in the space provided.

711

10. Reflect on the quote by Rustom K. Sidhwa about establishing
full-fledged local bodies. In your opinion, how has this vision
been realized in modern urban governance?

Hint: Link historical context to current practices in governance.
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CHAPTER 12: GRASSROOTS DEMOCRACY — PART 3: LOCAL
GOVERNMENT 173 IN URBAN AREAS

Check your answers with the solutions below.

1. What are urban local bodies and what specific functions do
they serve in managing urban environments? lllustrate your
answer with examples from two different cities.

Solution: Urban local bodies, such as Municipal Corporations and Municipal Councils, are responsible for
various functions like waste management, water supply, and infrastructure development. For instance, the
Greater Mumbai Municipal Corporation manages sanitation and public health services, while the Greater
Chennai Corporation focuses on waste disposal and traffic management. Both examples highlight how
these bodies adapt to their urban contexts by addressing unique local challenges.

2. Discuss the importance of urban local bodies in a democratic
setup. How do they empower citizens and enhance participatory
governance?

Solution: Urban local bodies empower citizens by allowing them to elect representatives and participate in
decision-making processes regarding community issues. They facilitate governance by translating citizen
demands into actionable policies. For example, participatory budget meetings enable residents to voice
their spending priorities. Thus, urban local bodies create a direct link between governance and citizen
involvement.

3. Analyze how the decentralization of power in urban local
governance contrasts with centralized governance structures.
Provide examples to illustrate your points.

Solution: Decentralization in urban governance allows local bodies to respond quickly to community
needs, as seen in Indore’s proactive management of cleanliness initiatives. In contrast, centralized
governance may result in bureaucratic delays, limiting responsiveness. For instance, a municipal council
can immediately address local drainage issues while a state government might take longer due to layers of
approval.

8/11

Download Edzy App



Answers A edzy

CHAPTER 12: GRASSROOTS DEMOCRACY — PART 3: LOCAL
GOVERNMENT 173 IN URBAN AREAS

Check your answers with the solutions below.

4. Evaluate the roles and responsibilities of citizens in ensuring
effective functioning of urban local bodies in their communities.
Give examples of citizen actions that can lead to better
governance.

Solution: Citizens play a crucial role in ensuring urban local bodies operate efficiently by being proactive
in reporting issues, such as a leaking pipe, or participating in community clean-up drives. For example,
citizens in Indore actively engage in waste segregation, which supports the local body's waste management
efforts. Their actions not only enhance service delivery but also foster a sense of community ownership.

5. Compare the functions of urban local bodies with that of the
Panchayati Raj system in rural areas. What similarities and
differences can you identify?

Solution: Both urban local bodies and the Panchayati Raj system enable local self-governance but differ
in scale and complexity. Urban local bodies manage diverse urban issues like traffic and sanitation, while
Panchayati Raj focuses on rural development and agriculture. Similarities include their elected
representation and community involvement. Diagrams or flowcharts can help illustrate the functional
comparisons.

6. Examine the impact of population size on the structure of
urban local bodies. How does this affect governance?

Solution: Urban local bodies vary based on population size—e.g., Municipal Corporations for large cities
versus Nagar Panchayats for smaller towns. This structural differentiation impacts governance by
determining resource allocation, representation ratio, and scope of services. For instance, larger
populations require more comprehensive infrastructure planning compared to smaller urban localities.
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CHAPTER 12: GRASSROOTS DEMOCRACY — PART 3: LOCAL
GOVERNMENT 173 IN URBAN AREAS

Check your answers with the solutions below.

7. What are the challenges faced by urban local bodies in
effectively managing their responsibilities? Suggest possible
solutions.

Solution: Challenges include inadequate funding, lack of citizen awareness, and bureaucratic
inefficiencies. Solutions could involve increasing citizen participation through awareness programs, better
allocation of funds through taxes, and simplifying processes to improve administrative functions, as seen in
successful examples from cities like Pune.

8. Discuss how local governance in urban areas contributes to
the overall development of a city. Provide examples of
community initiatives that have led to positive change.

Solution: Local governance in urban areas fosters development by implementing initiatives like parks,
green spaces, and public health campaigns. For example, the tree-planting initiative in Bangalore led by the
municipal body has enhanced urban greenery and improved air quality. Community-driven efforts amplify
these effects through increased civic engagement.

9. Explore how urban local bodies can utilize technology to
enhance citizen engagement and improve service delivery.
Provide examples of successful technological integrations.

Solution: Utilizing technology, urban local bodies can implement platforms for online grievances, such as
mobile apps for reporting civic issues. The Delhi Municipal Corporation uses an app to track citizen
complaints, leading to quicker responses. This fosters transparency and increases public trust in local
governance.
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CHAPTER 12: GRASSROOTS DEMOCRACY — PART 3: LOCAL
GOVERNMENT 173 IN URBAN AREAS

Check your answers with the solutions below.

10. Reflect on the quote by Rustom K. Sidhwa about establishing
full-fledged local bodies. In your opinion, how has this vision
been realized in modern urban governance?

Solution: Rustom K. Sidhwa's vision of fully functioning local bodies emphasizes citizen engagement and
empowerment to understand governance at a local level. This has been realized through the establishment
of urban local bodies that promote participatory democracy and enable citizens to influence local decision-
making. Contemporary examples include Mumbai’s extensive community programs that encourage citizen
involvement.
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