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CHAPTER: POLITICAL SCIENCE - ELECTIONS

1. Elections are crucial for democracy.

Elections enable citizens to exercise their democratic rights by choosing representatives periodically.

2. Direct vs. Indirect Elections.

Direct elections allow citizens to vote directly for leaders, while indirect elections elect representatives who
choose leaders.

3. Frequency of Elections.

Indian elections are held every five years for Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha, ensuring regular accountability.

4. Psephology explained.

Psephology is the study of elections, deriving from Greek words for 'pebble' and 'study,' linked to ancient voting
methods.

5. Free and Fair Elections.

Elections must be conducted transparently to uphold democracy, requiring laws and an organized electoral
process.
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6. Plurality System (FPTP).

India uses the First-Past-The-Post system, where the candidate with the most votes wins, applicable for Lok
Sabha elections.

7. Proportional Representation.

Elections for Rajya Sabha and President use proportional representation to ensure broader representation.

8. Representation of the People Act, 1950.

This act addresses electoral roll preparation and guarantees voting rights to citizens above 18 years.

9. Representation of the People Act, 1951.

It regulates election conduct, covering nominations, campaigns, voting procedures, and dispute resolutions.

10. Delimitation Commission's role.

It adjusts electoral boundaries to maintain equal representation and fair allocation of seats across states.
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11. Election Commission of India (ECI).

Established under Articles 324-329, the ECI oversees all elections and ensures a fair electoral process in India.

12. Bicameral Legislature Concept.

In some states, like Bihar and Maharashtra, the legislature has two houses: Vidhan Sabha and Vidhan
Parishad.

13. Elections promote accountability.

Regular elections hold representatives accountable to the voters, ensuring responsiveness to public needs.

14. Right to Vote.

Voting is a fundamental right in democracy, vital for citizens to influence governance and public policies.

15. Electoral Roll Importance.

Accurate electoral rolls ensure that every eligible citizen can participate in the electoral process without
discrimination.
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16. Monitoring Election Integrity.

The ECI implements reforms to ensure elections are conducted without fraud, intimidation, or misinformation.

17. Voter Participation Challenges.

Barriers like misinformation and intimidation can diminish voter turnout, impacting the democratic process.

18. Election Campaigns.

Candidates conduct campaigns to communicate their vision and policies to attract voters, regulated under
electoral laws.

19. Post-Election Disputes.

The 1951 Act includes mechanisms for resolving disputes that arise after elections, ensuring lawful governance.

20. Accountability through Elections.

Periodic elections create a mechanism for citizens to assess and choose better representatives based on
performance.
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21. Role of Civil Society in Elections.

Civil society organizations play a critical role in promoting free and fair electoral practices and voter education.
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